
Recommendation to Accept the Annual Military Equipment Report for the Alameda Police 
Department, Including the Intent to Purchase New Equipment.  (Police 10031100) 
..Body 
 
To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
 
From: Jennifer Ott, City Manager 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
  
Effective January 1, 2022, Assembly Bill 481 (AB 481) requires:  
 

1) A law enforcement agency obtain approval from its governing body to enact a 
Military Equipment Use Policy, by ordinance, before purchasing, using, raising 
funds for, or acquiring military equipment.  

2) The law also requires that a law enforcement agency submit to the governing body 
an annual military equipment report for each type of military equipment approved 
by the governing body for as long as the military equipment is available for use. 

 
On July 7, 2022, the City Council reviewed an Alameda Police Department (APD) draft 
policy and approved APD’s Military Equipment Use Policy (Policy).  APD is submitting 
this report to educate the community, report to City Council, and comply with the annual 
reporting requirements in AB 481. 
  
BACKGROUND 
  
On July 7, 2022, the City Council reviewed an APD draft policy and approved APD’s 
Policy.  This action allowed APD to continue to use the equipment and also allowed 
neighboring police agencies to use military equipment in our jurisdiction when providing 
mutual aid during exigent circumstances.  
  
DISCUSSION 
  
AB 481 specifies that the Annual Military Equipment Report include six main categories:  
 

1. A summary of how the military equipment was used and the purpose of its use. 
2. A summary of any complaints or concerns received concerning the military 

equipment.  
3. The results of any internal audits, any information about violation(s) of the Military 

Equipment Use Policy, and any actions taken in response.  
4. The total annual cost for each type of military equipment, including acquisition, 

personnel, training, transportation, maintenance, storage, upgrade, and other 
ongoing costs, and from what source funds will be provided for the military 



equipment in the calendar year following submission of the annual military 
equipment report. 

5. The quantity possessed for each type of military equipment.  
6. If the law enforcement agency intends to acquire additional military equipment in 

the next year, the quantity sought for each type of military equipment. 

1. How the Military Equipment was Used and the Purpose of its Use  
  
Throughout 2022, APD deployed the Emergency Response Vehicle operationally during 
four separate incidents: Two events occurred before the Policy was ratified in July 2022; 
two events occurred after the Policy was adopted.  All events are summarized below.   
 
On May 24, 2022, before the Policy was adopted, the U.S. Marshals Service requested 
the Emergency Response Vehicle while conducting a tactical operation in Oakland.  The 
vehicle was used to transport law enforcement officers to and from the location and was 
later returned to the parking garage without incident.  Only trained Alameda Police 
employees operated the vehicle, and no injuries to residents or law enforcement were 
reported.   
 
On July 4, 2022, before the Policy was adopted, APD personnel staged the Emergency 
Response vehicle in a strategic location.  Although it was not used operationally, it was 
staged so that it could be rapidly deployed for the Mayor’s 4th of July Parade if a 
catastrophic event occurred along the parade route.  The vehicle remained staged, was 
not needed, and was returned to the parking garage. 
 
On December 18, after the Policy was adopted, the Oakland Police Department 
requested to use our Emergency Response Vehicle because theirs was out of service.  
The vehicle was used to transport officers to the scene of an armed barricaded person.  
The vehicle was needed to provide ballistic protection for the officers.  Only trained 
Alameda Police employees operated the vehicle, and no injuries to residents or law 
enforcement were reported.  
 
On December 19, 2022, after the Policy was adopted, the Oakland Police Department 
requested to use our Emergency Response Vehicle because theirs were out of service.  
The vehicle was used to transport Oakland police officers to and from the location where 
they needed ballistic protection during an assault with a deadly weapon crime.  Only 
trained APD employees operated the vehicle, and no injuries to residents or law 
enforcement were reported.  
 
2. Complaints or Concerns Received  

 
No complaints have been received since the formal adoption of the Policy.  However, a 
complete list of all concerns and comments made through APD’s website before the 
Policy was adopted is attached to this report, with the submitter’s information redacted.  
Nineteen comments have been made since the launch of the feedback portal.  The portal 



was made public 30 days before the item was brought before the City Council in 2022.  
(Exhibit 1)  
 
3. Audit Results and Reports of Violations of Military Equipment and Actions Taken  
 
An equipment inventory and audit was completed, and all the militarized equipment was 
accounted for and confirmed to be in its assigned storage areas.  APD has not had any 
violations or complaints of violations of military equipment since the adoption of its use, 
so there have been no actions taken in response.  
 
4. The Total Cost and the Funding Source  
 
The total cost for military equipment in 2022 was $28,253.36.  This cost includes three 
equipment expenditures.  The first equipment cost of $14,993.61 was to repaint the 
armored vehicle from green to black.  The second was $119.75 for a smog check on the 
Emergency Response Vehicle.  The third cost of $13,140.00 was to purchase 
ammunition, although this purchase was made before the Policy was adopted.  This 
expenditure was necessary to provide ammunition for in-service mandatory firearms 
training and SWAT training. 
 
Accounting for personnel training costs is fluid, as personnel, their ranks, assignments, 
and employment status change throughout the year.  In 2022, approximately five SWAT 
officers trained with AB 481 equipment once a month.  The cost for their training was 
approximately $7,812 per officer, including their salaries and benefits.  Four SWAT 
sergeants attended training once a month.  The cost for their training was approximately 
$11,528 per sergeant, including salaries and benefits.  
 
Patrol, investigations, and support services officers and sergeants were trained for 
approximately 15 hours using AR-15 rifles.  There were approximately 39 officers in these 
assignments and the cost associated with this training was approximately $1,405 per 
officer, including their salaries and benefits.  There were 11 sergeants in these 
assignments and the cost associated with this training was approximately $2,313 per 
sergeant, including their salaries and benefits.  This is a total estimated cost of $165,410 
for all personnel training.   
 
5. Quantities of Each Type of Military Equipment   
 
APD has not purchased or used militarized equipment other than rifle ammunition, as 
previously noted.  The attached policy and inventory remain unchanged.  (Exhibit 2)   
 
6. Intent to Acquire Additional Military Equipment  

 
APD intends to acquire 20 new AR-15-type rifles in 2023.  The policy for issuing rifles has 
changed for increased accountability.  Previously, rifles were assigned to vehicles, not 
personnel and rifles are now assigned to each officer. All officers do not currently have 
an assigned rifle, so the 20 additional rifles APD intends to purchase are for the remaining 



officers without an assigned rifle as well as for new officers APD anticipates hiring. 
Additionally, a GPS-enabled device will be affixed to all department-owned rifles to 
enhance oversight and awareness of each of these weapons.    
 
ALTERNATIVES 
  

• Accept the Annual Military Equipment Use Report 

• Provide Direction on a Revised Annual Military Equipment Report 

• Reject the Military Equipment Use Report 
  
FINANCIAL IMPACT 
  
There is no financial impact from accepting or rejecting the Annual Military Equipment 
Report. 
  
MUNICIPAL CODE/POLICY DOCUMENT CROSS REFERENCE 
  
This action is consistent with the Alameda Municipal Code. 
  
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 
  
This action does not constitute a “project” as defined in California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 15378 and therefore no further CEQA analysis is 
required. 
  
CLIMATE IMPACT 
  
No identifiable climate impacts or climate action opportunities are associated with the 
subject of this report. 
  
RECOMMENDATION 
  
Accept the Annual Military Equipment Use Report, including the intent to purchase new 
equipment.  
   
Respectfully submitted, 
Nishant Joshi, Chief of Police 
  
By, 
Matt McMullen, Police Captain 
  
Financial Impact section reviewed, 
Margaret O’Brien, Finance Director 
  



 
Exhibits: 
1. Comments from APD Website 
2. Equipment Policy and Inventory  
 



  

AB 481 Feedback Submission Received 

Submit Feedback 

Prior to submitting feedback, have you read the 

Alameda Police Department's AB 481 policy draft in 

its entirety.  

Yes 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to 

crewless, remotely piloted, powered ground vehicle 

This is disgusting. Our police do not need to be further 

militarized.  

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to armored 

personnel carrier, vehicle with entry apparatus 

attached 

This is disgusting. Our police do not need to be further 

militarized.  

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to 

specialized firearms and ammunition 

This is disgusting. Our police do not need to be further 

militarized.  

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to noise 

flash diversionary devices 

This is disgusting. Our police do not need to be further 

militarized.  

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to 

munitions containing tear gas 
Absofuckinglutely not 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to kinetic 

energy weapons and munitions  

JFC you guys killed someone without weapons. I don’t 

you are responsible enough for Kinetic energy weapons.  

Contact Information  

First and Last Name Jenice Anderson 

Please add a valid email address jjma77@yahoo.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

AB 481 Feedback Submission Received 

Submit Feedback 

Prior to submitting feedback, have you read the Alameda Police 

Department's AB 481 policy draft in its entirety.  
Yes 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to crewless, remotely piloted, 

powered ground vehicle 

NO such vehicles needed in 

Alameda  

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to armored personnel carrier, 

vehicle with entry apparatus attached 

NO such vehicles needed in 

Alameda 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to specialized firearms and 

ammunition 

NO such firearms needed in 

Alameda  

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to noise flash diversionary devices 
NO such devices needed in 

Alameda  

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to munitions containing tear gas 
NO such munitions needed in 

Alameda  

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to kinetic energy weapons and 

munitions  

NO such munitions needed in 

Alameda  

Contact Information  

First and Last Name Marilyn Rothman 

Please add a valid email address mrothwoman@yahoo.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

AB 481 Feedback Submission Received 

Submit Feedback 

Prior to submitting feedback, have you read the Alameda Police Department's 

AB 481 policy draft in its entirety.  
Yes 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to crewless, remotely piloted, 

powered ground vehicle 
Terrifying and unnecessary  

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to armored personnel carrier, 

vehicle with entry apparatus attached 

Absolutely unnecessary and 

militaristic  

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to specialized firearms and 

ammunition 
We do not need those  

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to noise flash diversionary devices  

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to munitions containing tear gas Shouldn’t be allowed 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to kinetic energy weapons and 

munitions  
NO. Not in our city! 

Contact Information  

First and Last Name Ann Harris 

Please add a valid email address ann.harris@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

AB 481 Feedback Submission Received 

Submit Feedback 

Prior to submitting feedback, have you read 

the Alameda Police Department's AB 481 

policy draft in its entirety.  

No 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to 

crewless, remotely piloted, powered ground 

vehicle 

The only possible use for something like this would be search and 

rescue (AFD) or perhaps a bomb squad. Does APD plan on 

having a bomb squad? 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to 

armored personnel carrier, vehicle with entry 

apparatus attached 

Useless in anything resembling civilized nation's law 

enforcement. NOT a priority at all in Alameda. 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to 

specialized firearms and ammunition 

Such as? A sharpshooter might be justifiable in hostage rescue but 

nothing more than that... 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to 

noise flash diversionary devices 
Deadly and not necessary. Alamedans do not riot. 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to 

munitions containing tear gas 
Deadly and not necessary. Alamedans do not riot. 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to 

kinetic energy weapons and munitions  
Deadly and not necessary. Alamedans do not riot. 

Contact Information  

First and Last Name Jon Spangler  

Please add a valid email address goldcoastjon@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

AB 481 Feedback Submission Received 

Submit Feedback 

Prior to submitting feedback, have you read the 

Alameda Police Department's AB 481 policy 

draft in its entirety.  

Yes 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to 

crewless, remotely piloted, powered ground 

vehicle 

This is unnecessary. Why do we need next gen tech? What 

island do you live on where drones are necessary; are the 

turkeys that threatening?  

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to 

armored personnel carrier, vehicle with entry 

apparatus attached 

Sell the tank. 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to 

specialized firearms and ammunition 

This is shocking and disgusting. If I wanted to live under 

military occupation, I would move to one. 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to 

noise flash diversionary devices 
Why? Why? Why? We don't need this.  

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to 

munitions containing tear gas 
Again, why? Why? Why? We don't need this.  

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to 

kinetic energy weapons and munitions  
Why? We don't need this.  

Contact Information  

First and Last Name Erin Fraser 

Please add a valid email address elfraser@pm.me 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

AB 481 Feedback Submission Received 

Submit Feedback 

Prior to submitting feedback, 

have you read the Alameda 

Police Department's AB 481 

policy draft in its entirety.  

Yes 

Questions, concerns, or 

complaints related to crewless, 

remotely piloted, powered 

ground vehicle 

Authorized use is written overly broad, no clear standards of when watch 

commander can approve use. No exploration of actual community need or 

alternatives. 

Questions, concerns, or 

complaints related to armored 

personnel carrier, vehicle with 

entry apparatus attached 

Police one armored vehicle was approve before military inventory policy was 

approved in violation of AB 481 

Questions, concerns, or 

complaints related to specialized 

firearms and ammunition 

No clear review of pattern of when these firearms/ammunition's have been 

used/ needed specific to alameda. No clear approval process on when more can 

be aquired. 

Questions, concerns, or 

complaints related to noise flash 

diversionary devices 

Authorization to broad, need not adequately demonstrated, Concern about use 

during no knock warrant. 

Questions, concerns, or 

complaints related to munitions 

containing tear gas 

Riot Control, really how many riots has Alameda had in the last 50 years, the 

city addressing economic and racial inequities and not having high profile 

sporting events will do much more to address this concern than having tear gas 

on hand. Tear gas should not be allowed for approved demonstrations. 

Questions, concerns, or 

complaints related to kinetic 

energy weapons and munitions  

Alamed fails to demonstrate need for these types of weapons. 

Contact Information  

First and Last Name Jennifer Rakowski 

Please add a valid email address rakowskij@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

AB 481 Feedback Submission Received 

Submit Feedback 

Prior to submitting feedback, have you 

read the Alameda Police Department's 

AB 481 policy draft in its entirety.  

Yes 

Questions, concerns, or complaints 

related to crewless, remotely piloted, 

powered ground vehicle 

I am extremely opposed to spending any funds or staff time on any 

crewless, remote piloted ground vehicles. 

Questions, concerns, or complaints 

related to armored personnel carrier, 

vehicle with entry apparatus attached 

An armored personnel carrier for use by APD is so extremely 

unnecessary as to defy description. Use taxpayer dollars to provide 

community policing and non-emergency response teams that deescalate 

crises instead. 

Questions, concerns, or complaints 

related to specialized firearms and 

ammunition 

Same comment as above (and below): These weapons are not needed 

here; use taxpayer dollars to provide community policing and non-

emergency response teams that deescalate crises instead. 

Questions, concerns, or complaints 

related to noise flash diversionary 

devices 

Same comment as above (and below): These weapons are not needed 

here; use taxpayer dollars to provide community policing and non-

emergency response teams that deescalate crises instead. 

Questions, concerns, or complaints 

related to munitions containing tear 

gas 

Same comment as above (and below): These weapons are not needed 

here; use taxpayer dollars to provide community policing and non-

emergency response teams that deescalate crises instead. 

Questions, concerns, or complaints 

related to kinetic energy weapons and 

munitions  

Same comment as above: These weapons are not needed here; use 

taxpayer dollars to provide community policing and non-emergency 

response teams that deescalate crises instead. 

Contact Information  

First and Last Name Matt Wheeland 

Please add a valid email address wheeland@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

AB 481 Feedback Submission Received 

Submit Feedback 

Prior to submitting feedback, have you read the Alameda 

Police Department's AB 481 policy draft in its entirety.  
Yes 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to crewless, 

remotely piloted, powered ground vehicle 
none, it's a good idea 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to armored 

personnel carrier, vehicle with entry apparatus attached 
none, it's necessary equipment 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to specialized 

firearms and ammunition 
none, we don't want police outgunned by criminals 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to noise flash 

diversionary devices 
none, these devices can save lives 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to munitions 

containing tear gas 

why wasn't tear gas used in street riots of 2020 

when every drug store was looted? 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to kinetic energy 

weapons and munitions  
none 

Contact Information  

First and Last Name dave hart 

Please add a valid email address traderdave@teamhart.net 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

AB 481 Feedback Submission Received 

Submit Feedback 

Prior to submitting feedback, 

have you read the Alameda 

Police Department's AB 481 

policy draft in its entirety.  

Yes 

Questions, concerns, or 

complaints related to 

crewless, remotely piloted, 

powered ground vehicle 

I am only ok with this if it does not have any way to hurt anyone. For 

visual/audio inspection to protect police and bystanders, that seems reasonable. if 

there was ever a request to use this to apprehend or use force I would say do not 

purchase or use. Cost calculations do not account for cost to train APD staff to 

use these rarely used items. 

Questions, concerns, or 

complaints related to armored 

personnel carrier, vehicle with 

entry apparatus attached 

This vehicle should not be in APD ownership. It is not necessary and sends 

negative messages to the public about the town's safety. Cost calculations do not 

account for cost to train APD staff to use these rarely used items. 

Questions, concerns, or 

complaints related to 

specialized firearms and 

ammunition 

"Situations where the member reasonably anticipates an armed encounter." is too 

general. "When authorized or requested by a supervisor." This seems too flexible. 

Is the supervisor on site and able to make a clear judgement call? Its shocking to 

read how much military firearms and ammunition APD already owns. Cost 

calculations do not account for cost to train APD staff to use these rarely used 

items. 

Questions, concerns, or 

complaints related to noise 

flash diversionary devices 

I fear these may be used in a protest situation and do not agree that that is an 

appropriate use.  

Questions, concerns, or 

complaints related to 

munitions containing tear gas 

"Riot control." based on how other PDs have used these for "riot control" I have 

no faith that these will be used appropriately. 

Questions, concerns, or 

complaints related to kinetic 

energy weapons and 

munitions  

Same as munitions containing tear gas. BECAUSE THERE IS NO ROOM FOR 

GENERAL FEEDBACK, HERE IT IS: Currently, this draft policy is missing 

important context information such as how often these items have been used in 

the past, if there have been any complaints or charges of misuse or officer 

misconduct, information on how these items have been shared with other 

agencies or PDs. 

Contact Information  

First and Last Name Allison Marin 

Please add a valid email 

address 
amm94610@gmail.com 

 

 

 



  

AB 481 Feedback Submission Received 

Submit Feedback 

Prior to submitting feedback, 

have you read the Alameda Police 

Department's AB 481 policy draft 

in its entirety.  

Yes 

Questions, concerns, or 

complaints related to crewless, 

remotely piloted, powered ground 

vehicle 

This equipment does not seem necessary in Alameda. APD should have to 

justify, on an annual basis, why this equipment is needed and how it will be 

used. The current Policy is not specific enough about its use. 

Questions, concerns, or 

complaints related to armored 

personnel carrier, vehicle with 

entry apparatus attached 

This vehicle not only is unnecessary, it is offensive to the residents of 

Alameda. For this reason, the City Council voted on multiple occasions to 

dispense with it. The ERV should not be in the City's possession. 

Questions, concerns, or 

complaints related to specialized 

firearms and ammunition 

This equipment does not seem necessary in Alameda. APD should have to 

justify, on an annual basis, why this equipment is needed and how it will be 

used. The current Policy is not specific enough about its use. It's not clear 

"where their use would enhance officer safety." 

Questions, concerns, or 

complaints related to noise flash 

diversionary devices 

This equipment does not seem necessary in Alameda. APD should have to 

justify, on an annual basis, why this equipment is needed and how it will be 

used. The current Policy is not specific enough about its use. 

Questions, concerns, or 

complaints related to munitions 

containing tear gas 

This equipment does not seem necessary in Alameda. APD should have to 

justify, on an annual basis, why this equipment is needed and how it will be 

used. The current Policy is not specific enough about its use. 

Questions, concerns, or 

complaints related to kinetic 

energy weapons and munitions  

This equipment does not seem necessary in Alameda. APD should have to 

justify, on an annual basis, why this equipment is needed and how it will be 

used. The current Policy is not specific enough about its use. 

Contact Information  

First and Last Name Jackie Zipkin 

Please add a valid email address jackie.zipkin@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

AB 481 Feedback Submission Received 

Submit Feedback 

Prior to submitting feedback, have you read the Alameda Police 

Department's AB 481 policy draft in its entirety.  
Yes 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to crewless, remotely 

piloted, powered ground vehicle 
This policy is too broad 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to armored personnel 

carrier, vehicle with entry apparatus attached 

Police should not be using military vehicles 

or apparatus  

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to specialized firearms 

and ammunition 

Police should not be using military 

apparatus  

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to noise flash 

diversionary devices 

Police should not be using military vehicles 

or apparatus  

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to munitions containing 

tear gas 

Police should not be using military vehicles 

or apparatus  

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to kinetic energy 

weapons and munitions  

Police should not be using military vehicles 

or apparatus  

Contact Information  

First and Last Name Melodye Montgomery  

Please add a valid email address melodyem5443@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

AB 481 Feedback Submission Received 

Submit Feedback 

Prior to submitting 

feedback, have you read the 

Alameda Police 

Department's AB 481 policy 

draft in its entirety.  

Yes 

Questions, concerns, or 

complaints related to 

crewless, remotely piloted, 

powered ground vehicle 

If we have a robot to execute some search warrants and take over some police duties - where 

is the commensurate reduction in actual staff? Keeping a tool on hand that does a cop's job 

means you need less cops. You can't have it both ways. 

Questions, concerns, or 

complaints related to 

armored personnel carrier, 

vehicle with entry apparatus 

attached 

I'm extremely concerned about having a militarized vehicle in a city of less than 80,000 

people. The armed forces discontinued the majority of their operations here on the island of 

Alameda. We're not a military town anymore nor do we have any threats even remotely 

imaginable that require a militarized vehicle. In fact, the only reason APD still has it is 

because one person changed her mind (Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft). Per AB 481, it seems like a 

tall order to say there's no "reasonable alternative that can achieve the same objective of 

officer and civilian safety." Especially considering you have a fucking robot and like 100s of 

guns.  

Questions, concerns, or 

complaints related to 

specialized firearms and 

ammunition 

Yea. Lots of concerns and complaints here. A police department does not need to have over 60 

AR-15 style weapons. You cannot in good faith try to build trust in a community while 

causally keeping weapons of mass destruction on hand. Ridiculous. 

Questions, concerns, or 

complaints related to noise 

flash diversionary devices 

Considering these are almost exclusively used against protestors and activists around the U.S. 

I'm am vehemently opposed to these. This makes a police department into an occupying force 

that is positioned in direct opposition to residents of city. Last time I looked at what APD's job 

descriptions entail, it's 100% not this. Also, as noted in the inventory list on this item, it results 

in torture for the person it's used against. Sensory depravation can be deadly for people with 

seizure disorder and other nuerological conditions. I wouldn't say that's a great place to start 

when APD already has a murder of an unarmed individual under its belt. 

Questions, concerns, or 

complaints related to 

munitions containing tear 

gas 

Again, considering these are almost exclusively used against protestors and activists around 

the U.S. I'm am vehemently opposed to these. 

Questions, concerns, or 

complaints related to kinetic 

energy weapons and 

munitions  

https://www.usatoday.com/in-depth/news/nation/2020/07/24/rubber-bullets-less-lethal-

weapons-victims-police-protesters-decades/5410519002/ . Again, it doesn't seem like any 

police departments get this right either. Just read the words alone. Why the hell would you use 

weapons and munitions against people who might be your neighbors, or your hair stylist, or 

your bus driver, or your kid's teacher? These are the types of people that get permanently 

maimed by these types of devices. We don't need that in Alameda. 

Contact Information  

First and Last Name Savanna Cheer 

Please add a valid email 

address 
savanna.cheer@gmail.com 

 

 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/T5CfC6842jfNnlmTpBCBI?domain=usatoday.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/T5CfC6842jfNnlmTpBCBI?domain=usatoday.com


  

AB 481 Feedback Submission Received 

Submit Feedback 

Prior to submitting feedback, have you read the Alameda Police Department's AB 

481 policy draft in its entirety.  
Yes 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to crewless, remotely piloted, powered 

ground vehicle 

Seems unnecessary and 

unsafe 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to armored personnel carrier, vehicle with 

entry apparatus attached 

Seems unnecessary and 

unsafe 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to specialized firearms and ammunition 
Seems unnecessary and 

unsafe 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to noise flash diversionary devices  

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to munitions containing tear gas  

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to kinetic energy weapons and munitions   

Contact Information  

First and Last Name Joshua Kuroda 

Please add a valid email address jkkealii@aol.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

AB 481 Feedback Submission Received 

Submit Feedback 

Prior to submitting feedback, have you read the 

Alameda Police Department's AB 481 policy draft 

in its entirety.  

Yes 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to 

crewless, remotely piloted, powered ground vehicle 

Should not be owned by the police. We have NO situations 

that require it. 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to 

armored personnel carrier, vehicle with entry 

apparatus attached 

Should not be owned by the police. We have NO situations 

that require it. It should have been gotten rid of years ago. 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to 

specialized firearms and ammunition 

Not needed by our police force; owning this nearly 

guarantees that a civilian will be harmed or killed. 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to noise 

flash diversionary devices 
Not necessary in our little bedroom community. 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to 

munitions containing tear gas 
Can't think of a reason for this to be needed. 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to kinetic 

energy weapons and munitions  

This question itself is insane. Absolutely no reason to keep 

this on hand. 

Contact Information  

First and Last Name Jennifer Van Heuit 

Please add a valid email address sk8tr.girl@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

AB 481 Feedback Submission Received 

Submit Feedback 

Prior to submitting feedback, 

have you read the Alameda 

Police Department's AB 481 

policy draft in its entirety.  

Yes 

Questions, concerns, or 

complaints related to crewless, 

remotely piloted, powered 

ground vehicle 

I'm concerned about why and when it would be deployed. 

Questions, concerns, or 

complaints related to armored 

personnel carrier, vehicle with 

entry apparatus attached 

Again, seems wildly out of line with anything expected in Alameda. 

It seems like a fantasy of military action needed in a suburban 

community. 

Questions, concerns, or 

complaints related to specialized 

firearms and ammunition 

this seems like an excessive amount, given the crime level in 

Alameda. We're not facing armed drug gangs. Why on earth would 

Alameda police need an army's worth of high powered rifles? A 

handful, on a check-out basis, would be more than adequate. 

Questions, concerns, or 

complaints related to noise flash 

diversionary devices 

Only concern is limits on use. Would be useful in an armed hostage 

taker situation, but otherwise? Overkill. 

Questions, concerns, or 

complaints related to munitions 

containing tear gas 

Since these have been used primarily against protesters recently, I'd 

like to see a really tight limit on uses - maybe only for domestic or 

other hostage situations. 

Questions, concerns, or 

complaints related to kinetic 

energy weapons and munitions  

Same as above. We don't need more people blinded while protesting 

unjust treatment by the police. 

Contact Information  

First and Last Name Stefani Leto 

Please add a valid email address stefani.leto@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

AB 481 Feedback Submission Received 

Submit Feedback 

Prior to submitting feedback, have you read 

the Alameda Police Department's AB 481 

policy draft in its entirety.  

Yes 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related 

to crewless, remotely piloted, powered 

ground vehicle 

 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related 

to armored personnel carrier, vehicle with 

entry apparatus attached 

 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related 

to specialized firearms and ammunition 

Why does APD need more than seventy semi-automatic firearms? 

There are only 88 officers in the entire police department. This 

number is shocking. 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related 

to noise flash diversionary devices 
 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related 

to munitions containing tear gas 
 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related 

to kinetic energy weapons and munitions  
 

Contact Information  

First and Last Name caitlin schwarzman 

Please add a valid email address caitschwarzman@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

AB 481 Feedback Submission Received 

Submit Feedback 

Prior to submitting feedback, 

have you read the Alameda 

Police Department's AB 481 

policy draft in its entirety.  

Yes 

Questions, concerns, or 

complaints related to 

crewless, remotely piloted, 

powered ground vehicle 

This vehicle seems likely to reduce harm for all involved. 

Questions, concerns, or 

complaints related to 

armored personnel carrier, 

vehicle with entry apparatus 

attached 

This type of weapon is not appropriate for the needs of our community in 

Alameda. It is not a good use of our department's time and budget to maintain 

weapons that are not practical, and this vehicle is an unnecessary liability which is 

more likely to increase, rather than reduce, harm. 

Questions, concerns, or 

complaints related to 

specialized firearms and 

ammunition 

The quantity of specialized firearms and ammunition greatly exceeds the needs of 

our community in Alameda. It is not a good use of our department's time and 

budget to maintain weapons that are not practical, and the current scale of 

specialized firearms and ammunition is an unnecessary liability which is more 

likely to increase, rather than reduce, harm. 

Questions, concerns, or 

complaints related to noise 

flash diversionary devices 

These devices seem likely to reduce harm. 

Questions, concerns, or 

complaints related to 

munitions containing tear gas 

This type of weapon is not appropriate for the needs of our community in 

Alameda. It is not a good use of our department's time and budget to maintain 

weapons that are not practical, and tear gas is an unnecessary liability which is 

more likely to increase, rather than reduce, harm. 

Questions, concerns, or 

complaints related to kinetic 

energy weapons and 

munitions  

This type of weapon is not appropriate for the needs of our community in 

Alameda. It is not a good use of our department's time and budget to maintain 

weapons that are not practical, and kinetic energy weapons and munitions are an 

unnecessary liability which is more likely to increase, rather than reduce, harm. 

Contact Information  

First and Last Name Ashley Lorden 

Please add a valid email 

address 
ashley.f.lorden@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 



  

AB 481 Feedback Submission Received 

Submit Feedback 

Prior to submitting feedback, have you read 

the Alameda Police Department's AB 481 

policy draft in its entirety.  

Yes 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to 

crewless, remotely piloted, powered ground 

vehicle 

 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to 

armored personnel carrier, vehicle with entry 

apparatus attached 

APD should have sold this when Council first voted they do so. 

It is not needed and is a boondogle. 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to 

specialized firearms and ammunition 

This is a ridiculous amount of armory for Alameda and is 

unnecessary. 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to 

noise flash diversionary devices 
 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to 

munitions containing tear gas 

Use of tear gas in warfare, as with all other chemical weapons, 

was prohibited by the Geneva Protocol of 1925. The City should 

not own these weapong. 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to 

kinetic energy weapons and munitions  
 

Contact Information  

First and Last Name Lorin Salem 

Please add a valid email address lolasa29@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

AB 481 Feedback Submission Received 

Submit Feedback 

Prior to submitting feedback, have you read 

the Alameda Police Department's AB 481 

policy draft in its entirety.  

Yes 

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to 

crewless, remotely piloted, powered ground 

vehicle 

Does Alameda resally need these? I see value in not having 

military grade weapons of all kinds. How in the world do these 

kinds of weapons build public trust and safety?  

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to 

armored personnel carrier, vehicle with entry 

apparatus attached 

Does Alameda resally need these? I see value in not having 

military grade weapons of all kinds. How in the world do these 

kinds of weapons build public trust and safety?  

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to 

specialized firearms and ammunition 

Does Alameda resally need these? I see value in not having 

military grade weapons of all kinds. How in the world do these 

kinds of weapons build public trust and safety?  

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to 

noise flash diversionary devices 

Does Alameda resally need these? I see value in not having 

military grade weapons of all kinds. How in the world do these 

kinds of weapons build public trust and safety?  

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to 

munitions containing tear gas 

Does Alameda resally need these? I see value in not having 

military grade weapons of all kinds. How in the world do these 

kinds of weapons build public trust and safety?  

Questions, concerns, or complaints related to 

kinetic energy weapons and munitions  

Does Alameda resally need these? I see value in not having 

military grade weapons of all kinds. How in the world do these 

kinds of weapons build public trust and safety?  

Contact Information  

First and Last Name Paula Rainey 

Please add a valid email address prainey@me.com 
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Military Equipment
709.1   PURPOSE AND SCOPE
The purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines for the approval, acquisition, and reporting
requirements of military equipment (Government Code § 7070; Government Code § 7071;
Government Code § 7072).

709.1.1   DEFINITIONS
Definitions related to this policy include (Government Code § 7070):

Governing body – The elected or appointed body that oversees the Alameda Police Department.

Military equipment – Includes but is not limited to the following:

• Unmanned, remotely piloted, powered aerial or ground vehicles.

• Mine-resistant ambush-protected (MRAP) vehicles or armored personnel carriers.

• High mobility multipurpose wheeled vehicles (HMMWV), two-and-one-half-ton trucks,
five-ton trucks, or wheeled vehicles that have a breaching or entry apparatus attached.

• Tracked armored vehicles that provide ballistic protection to their occupants.

• Command and control vehicles that are either built or modified to facilitate the
operational control and direction of public safety units.

• Weaponized aircraft, vessels, or vehicles of any kind.

• Battering rams, slugs, and breaching apparatuses that are explosive in nature. This
does not include a handheld, one-person ram.

• Firearms and ammunition of_.50 caliber or greater, excluding standard-issue shotguns
and standard-issue shotgun ammunition.

• Specialized firearms and ammunition of less than_.50 caliber, including firearms and
accessories identified as assault weapons in Penal Code § 30510 and Penal Code §
30515, with the exception of standard-issue firearms.

• Any firearm or firearm accessory that is designed to launch explosive projectiles.

• Noise-flash diversionary devices and explosive breaching tools.

• Munitions containing tear gas or OC, excluding standard, service-issued handheld
pepper spray.

• TASER® Shockwave, microwave weapons, water cannons, and long-range acoustic
devices (LRADs).

• Kinetic energy weapons and munitions.

• Any other equipment as determined by a governing body or a state agency to require
additional oversight.
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709.2   POLICY
It is the policy of the Alameda Police Department that members of this department comply with
the provisions of Government Code § 7071 with respect to military equipment.

709.3   MILITARY EQUIPMENT COORDINATOR
The Chief of Police should designate a member of this department to act as the military equipment
coordinator. The responsibilities of the military equipment coordinator include but are not limited to:

(a) Acting as liaison to the governing body for matters related to the requirements of this
policy.

(b) Identifying department equipment that qualifies as military equipment in the current
possession of the Alameda Police Department, or the equipment the Alameda Police
Department intends to acquire that requires approval by the governing body.

(c) Conducting an inventory of all military equipment at least annually.

(d) Collaborating with any allied agency that may use military equipment within the
jurisdiction of Alameda Police Department (Government Code § 7071).

(e) Preparing for, scheduling, and coordinating the annual community engagement
meeting to include:

1. Publicizing the details of the meeting.

2. Preparing for public questions regarding the department’s funding, acquisition,
and use of equipment.

(f) Preparing the annual military equipment report for submission to the Chief of Police
and ensuring that the report is made available on the department website (Government
Code § 7072).

(g) Establishing the procedure for a person to register a complaint or concern, or how that
person may submit a question about the use of a type of military equipment, and how
the Alameda Police Department will respond in a timely manner.

709.4   MILITARY EQUIPMENT INVENTORY
The following constitutes a list of qualifying equipment for the Alameda Police Department:

Crewless, Remotely Piloted, Powered Ground Vehicle

Armored Personnel Carrier, Vehicle with Entry Apparatus Attached

Specialized Firearms and Ammunition

Noise Flash Diversionary Devices

Munitions Containing Tear Gas

Kinetic Energy Weapons and Munitions

See attachment: Military Equipment Inventory.pdf
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709.5   APPROVAL
The Chief of Police or the authorized designee shall obtain approval from the governing body by
way of an ordinance adopting the military equipment policy. As part of the approval process, the
Chief of Police or the authorized designee shall ensure the proposed military equipment policy is
submitted to the governing body and is available on the department website at least 30 days prior
to any public hearing concerning the military equipment at issue (Government Code § 7071). The
military equipment policy must be approved by the governing body prior to engaging in any of the
following (Government Code § 7071):

(a) Requesting military equipment made available pursuant to 10 USC § 2576a.

(b) Seeking funds for military equipment, including but not limited to applying for a grant,
soliciting or accepting private, local, state, or federal funds, in-kind donations, or other
donations or transfers.

(c) Acquiring military equipment either permanently or temporarily, including by borrowing
or leasing.

(d) Collaborating with another law enforcement agency in the deployment or other use of
military equipment within the jurisdiction of this department.

(e) Using any new or existing military equipment for a purpose, in a manner, or by a person
not previously approved by the governing body.

(f) Soliciting or responding to a proposal for, or entering into an agreement with, any other
person or entity to seek funds for, apply to receive, acquire, use, or collaborate in the
use of military equipment.

(g) Acquiring military equipment through any means not provided above.

709.6   COORDINATION WITH OTHER JURISDICTIONS
Military equipment should not be used by any other law enforcement agency or member in this
jurisdiction unless the military equipment is approved for use in accordance with this policy.

709.7   ANNUAL REPORT
Upon approval of a military equipment policy, the Chief of Police or the authorized designee should
submit a military equipment report to the governing body for each type of military equipment
approved within one year of approval, and annually thereafter for as long as the military equipment
is available for use (Government Code § 7072).

The Alameda Police Department will send a notification of the use of military equipment per policy
358.5.  After City Council is notified, the Alameda Police Department will ensure that a summary
of each use of AB 481 equipment is published on the Department's website within 60 days.  The
Chief of Police or the authorized designee may extend any or all notifications to protect the integrity
of a criminal or administrative investigation.

The Chief of Police or the authorized designee should also make each annual military equipment
report publicly available on the department website for as long as the military equipment is
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available for use. The report shall include all information required by Government Code § 7072
for the preceding calendar year for each type of military equipment in department inventory.

709.8   COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Within 30 days of submitting and publicly releasing the annual report, the Alameda Police
Department shall hold at least one well-publicized and conveniently located community
engagement meeting, at which the Alameda Police Department should discuss the report and
respond to public questions regarding the funding, acquisition, or use of military equipment.
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