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  The above entitled matter came on for hearing and a decision by the Open Government 

Commission of the City of Alameda under the Sunshine Ordinance of the City of Alameda, 

Section 2-93.2 (b), Alameda Municipal Code.  (All further references to Section numbers are to 

the Alameda Municipal Code.)  

Facts 

In response to a written request from community members to rename Jackson Park, the 

Recreation and Parks Commission (“the Commission”) discussed the legacy of President 

Andrew Jackson and the policy and process for renaming Jackson Park at a noticed meeting on 

May 10, 2018.   At its subsequent meeting on June 14, 2018, the Commission discussed the 

historical background of Jackson Park and the process and criteria for renaming a City park.  The 

Commission did not take action on the renaming request and instead requested the item return 

for further discussion at a later date.  The meeting notices for the Commission meetings were   



timely posted and included consideration of the renaming of the Park on the agendas. See 

Exhibits 1 and 2 for agendas and supporting documents.  

Soon thereafter, community members organized an online petition to rename Jackson 

Park and in 2020 submitted over 1,253 signatures in support of renaming the Park.  

At its July 9, 2020 meeting, the Commission reviewed the requirements and process to 

rename a City park and considered whether to rename the Park.  The Commission received ten 

public comments during the meeting and over 49 written comments from members of the 

community regarding renaming the Park.  After considering this input, the Commission 

unanimously voted to recommend to the City Council that Jackson Park be renamed.  The 

Commission also requested that the Chair and Vice-Chair facilitate a park naming committee 

appointed by Director Amy Wooldridge to represent a diverse cross-section of the Alameda 

community, including representation from youth and from the Park neighbors, and to provide 

input to Director Wooldridge and the Commission regarding a new name for the Park.  The 

Commission also committed to recommend a new Park name to the City Council by December 

31, 2020.  The Commission’s July 9, 2020 meeting notice was timely posted and included 

consideration of the renaming of the Park on the agenda.  See Exhibit 3 for the agenda and 

supporting documents.  

On December 10, 2020, the Commission considered renaming the Park at a noticed, 

public meeting.  Agenda item 6-B included consideration of a recommendation to re-name the 

Park formerly known as Jackson Park.  The staff report for the meeting described the park 

renaming process in detail and included the recommendation of the Jackson Park Renaming 

Committee (“the Renaming Committee”).  Staff reported that the Renaming Committee had met 

weekly from September through December to establish its name selection criteria, community 



outreach plan, and recommendation.  The Alameda Recreation and Park Department (“the 

Department”) conducted extensive marketing to solicit public input, resulting in outreach to over 

100 cultural groups, community groups, and local programs and businesses throughout the City, 

including students at Alameda and Encinal High Schools.  In addition, the Department published 

a press release in October, posted flyers at City parks and locations in the City’s two main 

business districts, and conducted online polling.  As a result of this outreach, the Department 

gathered over 150 name suggestions from the community before the Renaming Committee made 

its recommendation to the Commission.  Further, members of the public were invited to offer 

public comment at the Commission meeting.  After considering this input, the Commission voted 

unanimously to recommend renaming the Park as Chochenyo Park.  The agenda and supporting 

documents for the December 10 item are attached as Exhibit 4.  

On January 19, 2021, the City Council considered the Commission’s recommendation to 

rename the Park as Chochenyo Park at a noticed meeting.  The Commission presented its 

recommendation to the City Council, including the process of the community-led park renaming 

committee.  Members of the public were again invited to provide comments.  After considering 

this input, the City Council voted 4 to 1 to accept the Commission’s recommendation and to 

rename the Park as Chochenyo Park.  The meeting notice for the City Council meeting was 

timely posted and included consideration of the renaming of the Park on the agenda.  See Exhibit 

5 for the agenda and supporting documents.  

On February 2, 2021, Paul Foreman filed a Sunshine Ordinance Complaint (“the 

Complaint”) against the Alameda City Council and the Commission alleging that the 

Commission violated the Sunshine Ordinance by taking formal action to establish the Renaming 

Committee and then, along with Department staff, failing to notice meetings of the Renaming 



Committee.  The Complaint contends that the Renaming Committee was a “policy body” under 

the Sunshine Ordinance and a “legislative body” under the Brown Act and that the Commission 

should therefore have provided formal public notice of its meetings.  However, the Complaint 

does not seek to undo the recommendation of the Renaming Committee, which was subsequently 

considered and acted upon by both the Commission and the City Council at properly noticed 

meetings.  Instead, the Complaint requests that the Open Government Commission (the “OGC”) 

require all city bodies to designate committees created by formal action of the originating body 

as “policy bodies,” except for those bodies that include less than a quorum of the originating 

body.  In addition, the Complaint requests that the OGC recommend amendments to the 

Sunshine Ordinance regarding “policy bodies.”  A copy of the Complaint is attached as Exhibit 

6.  

Procedure 

Under the Sunshine Ordinance, when an official complaint has been filed, the Open 

Government Commission, created under the Sunshine Ordinance, hears the complaint and 

renders a formal written decision.  The complainant and the City shall appear at a hearing.  

During the hearing, the Open Government Commission considers the evidence and the 

arguments of the parties before making its decision. Section 2-93.2 (b).  The Open Government 

Commission conducted the hearing on March 1, 2021 and considered the evidence and 

arguments of Mr. Foreman and the City.  Vice Chair Rasheed Shabazz and Commissioner 

Carmen Reid recused themselves based on conflicts of interest. 

Discussion and Decision 
 

The complainant’s and the City’s arguments in this case both address the definition of 

“legislative body” in the Brown Act, the definition of “policy body” in the Sunshine Ordinance 



and the term “ad hoc committee” in the Sunshine Ordinance.  Both parties presented case 

citations to support their interpretations of these terms.  The OGC finds that the questions 

presented by the complainant regarding the interpretation of the above-referenced terms are not 

properly before the OGC because it requires legal analysis which is outside the scope of the 

OGC.   

The OGC further finds that the remedies sought by the complainant are beyond the 

authority of the OGC.   

The OGC further finds that the Complaint was untimely under 2-93.2.a of the Ordinance 

which requires a complaint to be filed no more than fifteen (15) days after an alleged violation of 

the Sunshine Ordinance.  The Renaming Committee started meeting in September 2020 while 

the Complaint was not filed until February 2, 2021.   

Finally, the OGC finds that the Commission substantially complied with the Sunshine 

Ordinance and the Brown Act and any violations of such were cured by subsequent noticed 

meetings.  The OGC finds that there was substantial compliance based on various factors, 

including that the meetings of the Renaming Committee were a matter of public record, members 

of the public could have participated if they desired to do so, and the Department provided 

multiple opportunities for the public to provide input into the renaming process.  Any potential 

violation of the Sunshine Ordinance or the Brown Act was cured by the consideration of the 

Renaming Committee’s recommendations at two noticed, public meetings of the Commission 

and the City Council.  The Sunshine Ordinance recognizes that a body can cure a violation by 

placing the challenged action on a subsequent meeting agenda. Sunshine Ordinance, § 2-93.3. 

The same is true under the Brown Act. Gov. Code § 54960.1.   

 



For all of the above reasons, the complaint is determined to be unfounded. 

Dated: March __, 2021 

_____________________________________ 
Ruben Tilos, Chair  

_____________________________________ 
Serena Chen, Member  

__ ____________________ 
Krystal LoPilato, Member  























Approved May 17, 2016
by Resolution #15148
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From: Jennifer Taggart
To: Amy Wooldridge
Subject: [EXTERNAL] please rename Jackson Park
Date: Friday, July 3, 2020 7:19:39 PM
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Amy Wooldridge

From: bigheathermac@yahoo.com
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 9:56 AM
To: Amy Wooldridge
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Rename Jackson Park

Dear Director Wooldridge, 
At a time when we feel like there is so little control, it is nice to know that a small town like Alameda can take simple 
steps to make things right. Please help us be a better town. 
Please ensure that Commission members vote to rename Jackson Park on Thursday. The park's namesake, 
Andrew Jackson, was a racist slaveowner and is responsible for the deaths of thousands of Native Americans. This 
is not the kind of legacy that we Alamedans want to uphold. Please take this opportunity to stand for justice and 
rename the park as swiftly as possible.. 
Sincerely,  
Heather M Fine, Alameda Resident, Grand Street. 



From: Deborah James
To: Amy Wooldridge
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Jackson Park
Date: Monday, July 6, 2020 12:11:25 PM



From: Iris DeMello
To: Amy Wooldridge
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please rename Jackson Park
Date: Friday, July 3, 2020 5:11:45 PM
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Amy Wooldridge

From: JVF <jvonfurst@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 10:11 AM
To: Amy Wooldridge
Subject: [EXTERNAL] renaming the park

I'm in favor of renaming Jackson Park.   
 
The choice of name should not be 'justice' since that is a fluid concept that can mean different things 
to different people.   Do you really want to be forced to let Neo-nazis use the park for a rally since you 
have a triggering name?  [I was around for the Skokie/Nazi March years ago 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Socialist_Party_of_America_v._Village_of_Skokie)  these 
groups look for opportunities like this.] 
 
My personal choice is to name it after Isabel Clark who funded the bench and (now gone) "My Dumb 
Friends fountain.  Hopefully, you will add her name to the ballot of names to be chosen. 
http://womenoutwest.blogspot.com/2015/05/isabelle-clark-percy-artist-and-co.html 
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Amy Wooldridge

From: bigheathermac@yahoo.com
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 9:56 AM
To: Amy Wooldridge
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Rename Jackson Park

Dear Director Wooldridge, 
At a time when we feel like there is so little control, it is nice to know that a small town like Alameda can take simple 
steps to make things right. Please help us be a better town. 
Please ensure that Commission members vote to rename Jackson Park on Thursday. The park's namesake, 
Andrew Jackson, was a racist slaveowner and is responsible for the deaths of thousands of Native Americans. This 
is not the kind of legacy that we Alamedans want to uphold. Please take this opportunity to stand for justice and 
rename the park as swiftly as possible.. 
Sincerely,  
Heather M Fine, Alameda Resident, Grand Street. 
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Amy Wooldridge

From: Regan Chagal <regan@reganchagal.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 8:54 AM
To: Amy Wooldridge
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Renaming Jackson Park

Dear Director Wooldridge, 
As a resident of Alameda, I’m writing to you to ensure that Commission members vote to rename Jackson Park on 
Thursday. The park's namesake, Andrew Jackson, was a racist slaveowner and is responsible for the deaths of 
thousands of Native Americans. This is not the kind of legacy that we Alamedans want to uphold. Please take this 
opportunity to stand for justice and rename the park as swiftly as possible. 
Sincerely,  
Regan Chagal 

--  
 
 
— 
Regan Chagal // she/her // regan@reganchagal.com // 215.317.3100 
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Amy Wooldridge

From: Dan Wood <dan@gigliwood.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 8:34 AM
To: Amy Wooldridge
Subject: [EXTERNAL] jackson park needs a new name

Dear Ms. Wooldridge and members of the commission: 
 
I am writing to you in favor of the proposal to find a new name for Jackson Park in Alameda. 
 
Our parks, our streets, our schools should be named after people in history we love, honor, and revere. The 
legacy of Andrew Jackson – his slaveholding and advocacy for slavery, the Trail of Tears, and his presidency 
— should of course still be taught in the classroom. But for people like me who want to relax alone or with 
family and (after the Pandemic) with friends, we should not have to be reminded of our society’s reverence for 
an abhorrent man. 
 
Society has many problems, big and small, and renaming a park won’t be enough to destroy the legacy of 
slavery and racism in this country, but it’s a step we can take in our city that shows that we are on the path to 
making things right after being wrong for so many, many years.  
 
Regards, 
Dan Wood 
Alameda 
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Amy Wooldridge

From: rosiegonce . <rosiecarmen@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 6:26 AM
To: Amy Wooldridge
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Renaming Jackson Park

In regards to changing the name of Jackson Park to something not racist: 
 
As an Alameda resident and a mother who walks her one year old son to this park several times a week, I 
wanted to voice my strong support of the name change. 
 
Alameda should absolutely do everything it can to show the Black Community that we stand against racism in 
any and all forms. 
 
Sincerely, 
Rosie Gonce  
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Amy Wooldridge

From: Robert Matthews <revbobmat@icloud.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 5:54 AM
To: Amy Wooldridge
Subject: [EXTERNAL] “Jackson” Park

 
Dear Director Wooldridge, 
Please ensure that Commission members vote to rename Jackson Park on Thursday.  
The park's namesake, Andrew Jackson, was a racist slaveowner and is responsible for 
the deaths of thousands of Native Americans. This is not the kind of legacy that we 
Alamedans want to uphold.  
 
 
Please take this opportunity to stand for justice and rename the park as swiftly as 
possible. 
Sincerely, 
Rev. Bob Matthews 
460 Cola Ballena #B 
Alameda CA 94501 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Amy Wooldridge

From: Robert Matthews <revbobmat@icloud.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 5:54 AM
To: Amy Wooldridge
Subject: [EXTERNAL] “Jackson” Park

 
Dear Director Wooldridge, 
Please ensure that Commission members vote to rename Jackson Park on Thursday.  
The park's namesake, Andrew Jackson, was a racist slaveowner and is responsible for 
the deaths of thousands of Native Americans. This is not the kind of legacy that we 
Alamedans want to uphold.  
 
 
Please take this opportunity to stand for justice and rename the park as swiftly as 
possible. 
Sincerely, 
Rev. Bob Matthews 
460 Cola Ballena #B 
Alameda CA 94501 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Amy Wooldridge

From: bmathieson@aol.com
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 5:14 PM
To: Amy Wooldridge; jacksonparkwatch@googlegroups.com
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Recreation and Park Commission - Jackson Park PUBLIC COMMENT FOR 

MEETING

Alameda Recreation and Park Commission 
Alameda, California 
 
Subject: July 9, 2020, Meeting -- Agenda Item 6-A 
 
Honorable Commissioners: 
 
My family and I heartily endorse the renaming of Jackson Park.  Our preference is that the park be allowed to revert to its 
original name, "Alameda Park." The park was known by that name from its founding in 1894 until 1909.  In that year, with 
the opening of Alameda's three newest parks all named for American presidents, Alameda Park was renamed for an 
American president for consistency.  The subject park was Alameda's first public park, and it is fitting that the park be 
named for the city that is has served well for 126 years.   
 
For the citywide renaming project, including the selection of a replacement name for Jackson Park, I caution against 
naming any City facility for any human being.  We all have our foibles, including some that may remain hidden until 
discovered posthumously during thorough historical research.  To avoid future surprises and the need for re-renaming, I 
suggest that City facilities be named for geographic locations, local animals, or other non-human objects or entities that 
represent Alameda's rich history. 
 
Thank you for your careful consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Betsy Mathieson 
1185 Park Avenue 
Alameda 
 
 

-----Original Message----- 
From: Amy Wooldridge <AWooldridge@alamedaca.gov> 
Sent: Thu, Jul 2, 2020 12:38 pm 
Subject: Recreation and Parks Commission - Jackson Park agenda item 

Hello Jackson Park neighbor, 
  
This is to inform you that there is an agenda item on the 7/9 Recreation and Parks Commission meeting (agenda 
attached) to rename Jackson Park.  Information is in the agenda if you would like to register and participate in the Zoom 
webinar for public comment on the item or you can email me in advance of the meeting and it will be included. 
  
Thank you. 
Amy 
  
Amy Wooldridge 
Recreation and Parks Director, City of Alameda 
(510) 747-7570 
awooldridge@alamedaca.gov 
www.alamedaca.gov/recreation 
Find us on Facebook at PlayARPD 
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Amy Wooldridge

From: Kjerste Lee <kjerstelee@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 10:29 AM
To: jacksonparkwatch@googlegroups.com
Cc: Amy Wooldridge
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Recreation and Park Commission - Jackson Park PUBLIC COMMENT 

FOR MEETING

+1 from the Lees on Betsy’s letter. All excellent points, we agree wholeheartedly.  
 
Kjerste 
 
 

On Jul 9, 2020, at 10:10 AM, Toni Grimm <tonigrimlin@sbcglobal.net> wrote: 

 
I agree with Betsy Mathieson.  Good points! 
 
Toni Grimm 
1220 Park Ave. 
 
On Wednesday, July 8, 2020, 06:58:46 PM PDT, Ray And Kaye <rayandkaye@comcast.net> wrote:  
 
 
I agree. That was my first thought. Go back to original.  
Won’t be able to attend webinar since I will have family stopping by. 
Kaye  

Sent from my iPhone 
 
 

On Jul 8, 2020, at 5:14 PM, bmathieson via jacksonparkwatch 
<jacksonparkwatch@googlegroups.com> wrote: 

  
Alameda Recreation and Park Commission 
Alameda, California 
 
Subject: July 9, 2020, Meeting -- Agenda Item 6-A 
 
Honorable Commissioners: 
 
My family and I heartily endorse the renaming of Jackson Park.  Our preference is that 
the park be allowed to revert to its original name, "Alameda Park." The park was known 
by that name from its founding in 1894 until 1909.  In that year, with the opening of 
Alameda's three newest parks all named for American presidents, Alameda Park was 
renamed for an American president for consistency.  The subject park was Alameda's 
first public park, and it is fitting that the park be named for the city that is has served well 
for 126 years.   
 
For the citywide renaming project, including the selection of a replacement name for 
Jackson Park, I caution against naming any City facility for any human being.  We all 
have our foibles, including some that may remain hidden until discovered posthumously 
during thorough historical research.  To avoid future surprises and the need for re-



2

renaming, I suggest that City facilities be named for geographic locations, local animals, 
or other non-human objects or entities that represent Alameda's rich history. 
 
Thank you for your careful consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Betsy Mathieson 
1185 Park Avenue 
Alameda 
 
 

-----Original Message----- 
From: Amy Wooldridge <AWooldridge@alamedaca.gov> 
Sent: Thu, Jul 2, 2020 12:38 pm 
Subject: Recreation and Parks Commission - Jackson Park agenda item 

Hello Jackson Park neighbor, 
  
This is to inform you that there is an agenda item on the 7/9 Recreation and Parks 
Commission meeting (agenda attached) to rename Jackson Park.  Information is in the 
agenda if you would like to register and participate in the Zoom webinar for public 
comment on the item or you can email me in advance of the meeting and it will be 
included. 
  
Thank you. 
Amy 
  
Amy Wooldridge 
Recreation and Parks Director, City of Alameda 
(510) 747-7570 
awooldridge@alamedaca.gov 
www.alamedaca.gov/recreation 
Find us on Facebook at PlayARPD 
  
--  
You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups 
"jacksonparkwatch" group. 
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to 
jacksonparkwatch+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com. 
To view this discussion on the web visit 
https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/jacksonparkwatch/1464171353.4033867.1594253641
941%40mail.yahoo.com. 
 

--  
You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "jacksonparkwatch" group. 
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to 
jacksonparkwatch+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com. 
To view this discussion on the web visit  
https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/jacksonparkwatch/D923C6D4-7BF1-4E9D-9AE8-
A85E2D3CB205%40comcast.net 
. 
--  
You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups 
"jacksonparkwatch" group. 
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to 
jacksonparkwatch+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com. 
To view this discussion on the web visit 
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https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/jacksonparkwatch/16805056.4029233.1594314622907%40m
ail.yahoo.com. 
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Amy Wooldridge

From: Toni Grimm <tonigrimlin@sbcglobal.net>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 10:10 AM
To: jacksonparkwatch@googlegroups.com
Cc: Amy Wooldridge
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Recreation and Park Commission - Jackson Park PUBLIC COMMENT 

FOR MEETING

I agree with Betsy Mathieson.  Good points! 
 
Toni Grimm 
1220 Park Ave. 
 
On Wednesday, July 8, 2020, 06:58:46 PM PDT, Ray And Kaye <rayandkaye@comcast.net> wrote:  
 
 
I agree. That was my first thought. Go back to original.  
Won’t be able to attend webinar since I will have family stopping by. 
Kaye  

Sent from my iPhone 
 
 

On Jul 8, 2020, at 5:14 PM, bmathieson via jacksonparkwatch <jacksonparkwatch@googlegroups.com> 
wrote: 

  
Alameda Recreation and Park Commission 
Alameda, California 
 
Subject: July 9, 2020, Meeting -- Agenda Item 6-A 
 
Honorable Commissioners: 
 
My family and I heartily endorse the renaming of Jackson Park.  Our preference is that the park be 
allowed to revert to its original name, "Alameda Park." The park was known by that name from its 
founding in 1894 until 1909.  In that year, with the opening of Alameda's three newest parks all named for 
American presidents, Alameda Park was renamed for an American president for consistency.  The 
subject park was Alameda's first public park, and it is fitting that the park be named for the city that is has 
served well for 126 years.   
 
For the citywide renaming project, including the selection of a replacement name for Jackson Park, I 
caution against naming any City facility for any human being.  We all have our foibles, including some that 
may remain hidden until discovered posthumously during thorough historical research.  To avoid future 
surprises and the need for re-renaming, I suggest that City facilities be named for geographic locations, 
local animals, or other non-human objects or entities that represent Alameda's rich history. 
 
Thank you for your careful consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Betsy Mathieson 
1185 Park Avenue 
Alameda 
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-----Original Message----- 
From: Amy Wooldridge <AWooldridge@alamedaca.gov> 
Sent: Thu, Jul 2, 2020 12:38 pm 
Subject: Recreation and Parks Commission - Jackson Park agenda item 

Hello Jackson Park neighbor, 
  
This is to inform you that there is an agenda item on the 7/9 Recreation and Parks Commission meeting 
(agenda attached) to rename Jackson Park.  Information is in the agenda if you would like to register and 
participate in the Zoom webinar for public comment on the item or you can email me in advance of the 
meeting and it will be included. 
  
Thank you. 
Amy 
  
Amy Wooldridge 
Recreation and Parks Director, City of Alameda 
(510) 747-7570 
awooldridge@alamedaca.gov 
www.alamedaca.gov/recreation 
Find us on Facebook at PlayARPD 
  
--  
You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "jacksonparkwatch" group. 
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to 
jacksonparkwatch+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com. 
To view this discussion on the web visit 
https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/jacksonparkwatch/1464171353.4033867.1594253641941%40mail.yah
oo.com. 
 

--  
You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "jacksonparkwatch" group. 
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to 
jacksonparkwatch+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com. 
To view this discussion on the web visit  
https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/jacksonparkwatch/D923C6D4-7BF1-4E9D-9AE8-A85E2D3CB205%40comcast.net 
. 
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Amy Wooldridge

From: Bronwyn Harris <bronwynharrisauthor@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 10:42 AM
To: Amy Wooldridge; City Clerk
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Renaming Jackson Park

Dear Recreation and Park Committee, 
 
When Rasheed Shabazz brought up the idea to rename Haight School a few years ago, I am ashamed to 
admit that I didn’t care much, because it didn’t affect me personally. I didn’t mind renaming it, but I also had no 
understanding of the deep pain that comes from a racist person being honored, simply because I have not 
been affected by this kind of racism.  
 
I’d like to tell you how that changed for me, and apologize for not seeing it sooner. This leads to why I strongly 
believe we need to rename Jackson Park. 
 
My little nephew is biracial. When I was explaining the reason for the school name change to my parents, I 
brought up the cruel and racist remarks that I had learned Governor Haight made about Black and Chinese 
people in California. We heard a sniffle from the door -- my nephew had been listening at the door and started 
crying. We asked what was wrong and he said, “He’s talking about me! I’m Chinese, and he said these things 
about me! He shouldn’t have a school named after him!” 
 
Fortunately, due to the efforts of Mr. Shabazz and others, I was able to say, “They took the name away!” That 
made him smile and say, “Good, because if you’re racist you shouldn’t get things named after you.” 
 
It’s that simple. A five-year-old figured it out, so we can too.  
 
Andrew Jackson was not only racist, he owned and enslaved other humans and orchestrated genocide. It is far 
past time to stop honoring him. 
 
I have come to this too late because I didn’t see the pain caused. We have a chance to remedy this, however, 
and it is past time. 
 
I strongly urge the board to remove the Jackson Park name and adopt a clear timeline and transparent process 
for renaming the park.  
 
I realize that these are symbolic gestures and that systemic change is what we really need. However, removing 
any honor given to slavers is a good start and a way to show who we aspire to be: a community where 
everyone truly belongs. 
 
 
Bronwyn Harris 
 
Author of Literally Unbelievable: Stories from an East Oakland Classroom 
www.bronwynharrisauthor.com 
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Amy Wooldridge

From: Adeline R. <arickard981@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 11:24 AM
To: Amy Wooldridge
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Renaming Jackson Park

Dear Director Wooldridge, 
 
I am sitting in Jackson Park right now, which is right next to my house and a place I visit often to read a book or 
meet with friends. I love this park—I love watching the people running by with their dogs and the little kids 
learning to ride their bike for the first time. People of all backgrounds and origins come here to have peace and 
sun, however this is not something that it’s namesake would’ve supported. Andrew Jackson was racist, and his 
policies led to the death of thousands of Native Americans. 
 
I agree that his life should be remembered in history class and that he has accomplishments that should be 
honored—but his legacy does not align with the values of this park. Names mean so much. It means something 
that Jackson’s name is imprinted on parks and street signs and that those he killed are forgotten. This park 
deserves a new name that reflects all those who come to enjoy a sunny afternoon, not a man who’s actions were 
unconstitutional (he acted against a Supreme Court order). We should honor someone we can proudly tell our 
kids about—instead of a man whose actions we want to ignore. 
 
Thank you, 
Adeline Rickard 
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Amy Wooldridge

From: Laura Cutrona <laura.m.cutrona@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 11:16 AM
To: Amy Wooldridge
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Rename Jackson Park

Dear Director Wooldridge, 
 
As an Alameda resident, I ask that you ensure that Commission members vote to rename Jackson Park at 
today's meeting. The park's namesake, Andrew Jackson, was a racist slave owner and is responsible for the 
deaths of thousands of Native Americans - this is not the kind of legacy that we want to celebrate.  
 
This vote is an opportunity to stand for justice and rename the park. Across the country, parks and monuments 
are being renamed. If we Alamedans seek to be leaders, this is an opportunity to take swift action and 
demonstrate that we stand for justice. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Laura Cutrona 
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Amy Wooldridge

From: Lara Weisiger
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 11:04 AM
To: Amy Wooldridge
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Comment for Parks Commission: Rename Jackson Park

 
 
From: Grover Wehman-Brown [mailto:groverwehman@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, July 09, 2020 7:23 AM 
To: City Clerk <CLERK@alamedaca.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Comment for Parks Commission: Rename Jackson Park 
 
Dear Commissioners, 
 
I am writing to ask the commission to vote in favor of renaming Jackson Park, because leaving our collective 
spaces and institutions named after leaders that enslaved other humans and led the displacement and ultimately 
the death of thousands of Indigenous people uses our shared funds and public space to honor a legacy of racism 
& violence.  
 
I also support the proposal by commissioner Aimee Barnes to establish a public community renaming process, 
research the histories of the namesake of all parks, and add a policy that no park be named after a known 
enslaver. I would ask that added to that list be no person known to advocate for racial segregation.  
 
Thank you, 
 
 
Grover Wehman-Brown 
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Amy Wooldridge

From: mark linde <mrkemlylinde@att.net>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 10:57 AM
To: Amy Wooldridge
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Jackson park name change
Attachments: image0.png; ATT00001.txt

You have a member posting on social media about her vote and posting information, that is an illegal bias under the 
brown act. Her vote needs to be excused.  
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Amy Wooldridge

From: J. Marlow Schmauder <mschmauder@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 12:26 PM
To: Amy Wooldridge
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please rename Jackson Park

Dear Director Wooldridge, 
 
Please ensure that Commission members vote to rename Jackson Park on Thursday. The park's namesake, Andrew 
Jackson, was a racist slaveowner who was responsible for the deaths of thousands of Native Americans. This is not the 
kind of legacy that we Alamedans want to uphold, nor honor in any way. Please take this opportunity to stand for justice 
and rename the park as swiftly as possible. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
J. Marlow Schmauder 
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Amy Wooldridge

From: Josh Geyer <joshm.geyer@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 12:39 PM
To: Amy Wooldridge
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Rename Jackson Park

Director Wooldridge, 
 
I am writing today to express the strongest support for renaming Alameda's Jackson Park. As I'm sure you 
know, Andrew Jackson was a monstrous person a perpetrator of genocide against native people in order to force 
them off their lands and expand plantation slavery. He also personally enslaved hundreds of people. In the 
aftermath of multiple waves of protest against police violence and white supremacy (including the righteous 
felling of many monuments to racist historical figures), it should be clear to anyone who's been paying attention 
that maintaining Jackson's name on a public facility communicates a de facto endorsement of Jackson's views 
and actions. Indeed, this is the reason to name things after people in the first place.  
 
Jackson's views and actions could not be farther from the ethos of Alameda--at least, the ethos of welcome, 
inclusion, and social justice I and many other Alamedans embrace. There will never be a better time than right 
now to finally after 111 years remove this symbol of white supremacy from our public sphere and replace it 
with a name that communicates our true feelings of welcome and fraternity for all people. Please urge the parks 
and recreation commission to vote today to adopt the following three steps: 1) IMMEDIATELY remove 
Andrew Jackson's name from our park; 2) adopt a community process--including a timeline--for renaming the 
park; and 3) develop a monument to be placed in the park honoring peoples who experienced racist 
enslavement and forced displacement at the hands of Jackson and recognizing Alameda's own 
history of exclusion and displacement. 
 
People--including me--often shake their heads in despair and bewilderment during periods of 
upheaval and uncertainty, wondering what they can possibly do to make a difference amongst all the 
chaos and suffering. This is an example of something we all can do, together, that will actually 
improve our community and align our public spaces with our shared values. The Commission can and 
should act on this item without delay. 
 
Thank you, 
Josh Geyer 
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Amy Wooldridge

From: Patty Pforte <patricia.pforte@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 12:34 PM
To: Amy Wooldridge
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Renaming Jackson Park

Hello, 
 
My name is Patty Pforte and I have lived in Alameda since April 2013. 
I support local businesses and care deeply for the community that I garner so much joy, peace, calm, and love from. 
 
I am writing to demand that Jackson Park be renamed to celebrate one of the (probably many) QTBIPOC historic 
members of the Alameda community. Our parks truly matter, they are where we all go to commune with nature and 
each other. We cannot allow Jackson's history of enslaving and indigenous abuse to be our history, present, and future. 
We are better than this and we must like by a creed to protect, support, and show up for QTBIPOC people, and ensure 
that their experiences, stories, histories are around us, and not just those who did harm to their ancestors. 
 
We must evaluate all of our named streets, buildings, monuments and I demand that the evaluation takes into account 
how many QTBIPOC people are represented in each. In order to heal from the trauma of indigenous genocide, 400 years 
of enslavement and racism, we must rectify and transform our local community. 
 
I hope this email finds you well and I look forward to supporting these changes as they come about. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Patty Pforte 
Lincoln Avenue Resident 
 
Patty Pforte 
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Amy Wooldridge

From: Erin Reichert <erinmreichert@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 1:03 PM
To: Amy Wooldridge
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Rename Jackson Park

Dear Director Wooldridge, 
Please ensure that Commission members vote to rename Jackson Park on Thursday. The park's namesake, 
Andrew Jackson, was a racist slaveowner and is responsible for the deaths of thousands of Native Americans. This 
is not the kind of legacy that we Alamedans want to uphold. Please take this opportunity to stand for justice and 
rename the park as swiftly as possible. 
 
Thank you, 
Erin Reichert 



1

Amy Wooldridge

From: Zac Bowling <zac@zacbowling.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 1:01 PM
To: Amy Wooldridge; City Clerk
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Public comment on item 6-A for the parks commission

Honeral members,  
 
I want to voice my support for renaming Jackson Park. Jackson was a racist, slave owner, and he is responsible 
for the trail of tears. There is no place in Alameda that we should honor this man.  
 
Unity Park or Island Park are great names for something generic. Hackett Park would be great too. Plover Park 
would be a great way to remind people of the endangered Western Snowy Plover population that lives on our 
beaches that is suffering habitat loss. 
 
 
Zac Bowling 
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Amy Wooldridge

From: Savanna Cheer <savanna.cheer@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 1:47 PM
To: Amy Wooldridge
Cc: City Clerk
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Public Comment for Agenda item 6-A for the commission meeting 7/9

Dear Director Wooldridge, 
Please let the Commission members know that, as an Alameda resident, I would like them to vote to rename 
Jackson Park at tonight's Commission meeting. The park's namesake, Andrew Jackson, was a racist slave owner 
and is responsible for the deaths of thousands of Native Americans. This is not the kind of legacy that we 
Alamedans want to uphold. Please take this opportunity to stand for justice and rename the park as swiftly as 
possible. 
Sincerely, 
Savanna Cheer 
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Amy Wooldridge

From: Karen Larsen <alakml@aol.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 2:31 PM
To: jacksonparkwatch@googlegroups.com
Cc: Amy Wooldridge
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Recreation and Park Commission - Jackson Park PUBLIC COMMENT 

FOR MEETING

I think it is an excellent suggestion. Thank you Betsy.  
 
Karen.  

Sent from my iPad 
 
 

On Jul 8, 2020, at 5:14 PM, bmathieson via jacksonparkwatch 
<jacksonparkwatch@googlegroups.com> wrote: 

  
Alameda Recreation and Park Commission 
Alameda, California 
 
Subject: July 9, 2020, Meeting -- Agenda Item 6-A 
 
Honorable Commissioners: 
 
My family and I heartily endorse the renaming of Jackson Park.  Our preference is that the park be 
allowed to revert to its original name, "Alameda Park." The park was known by that name from its 
founding in 1894 until 1909.  In that year, with the opening of Alameda's three newest parks all named for 
American presidents, Alameda Park was renamed for an American president for consistency.  The 
subject park was Alameda's first public park, and it is fitting that the park be named for the city that is has 
served well for 126 years.   
 
For the citywide renaming project, including the selection of a replacement name for Jackson Park, I 
caution against naming any City facility for any human being.  We all have our foibles, including some that 
may remain hidden until discovered posthumously during thorough historical research.  To avoid future 
surprises and the need for re-renaming, I suggest that City facilities be named for geographic locations, 
local animals, or other non-human objects or entities that represent Alameda's rich history. 
 
Thank you for your careful consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Betsy Mathieson 
1185 Park Avenue 
Alameda 
 
 

-----Original Message----- 
From: Amy Wooldridge <AWooldridge@alamedaca.gov> 
Sent: Thu, Jul 2, 2020 12:38 pm 
Subject: Recreation and Parks Commission - Jackson Park agenda item 



2

Hello Jackson Park neighbor, 
  
This is to inform you that there is an agenda item on the 7/9 Recreation and Parks Commission meeting 
(agenda attached) to rename Jackson Park.  Information is in the agenda if you would like to register and 
participate in the Zoom webinar for public comment on the item or you can email me in advance of the 
meeting and it will be included. 
  
Thank you. 
Amy 
  
Amy Wooldridge 
Recreation and Parks Director, City of Alameda 
(510) 747-7570 
awooldridge@alamedaca.gov 
www.alamedaca.gov/recreation 
Find us on Facebook at PlayARPD 
  
--  
You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups 
"jacksonparkwatch" group. 
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to 
jacksonparkwatch+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com. 
To view this discussion on the web visit 
https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/jacksonparkwatch/1464171353.4033867.1594253641941%4
0mail.yahoo.com. 
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Amy Wooldridge

From: María D. Domínguez <mariaddominguez@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 2:30 PM
To: Amy Wooldridge
Subject: [EXTERNAL] In support of renaming Andrew Jackson Park

Dear Director Wooldridge: 
 
I have been a resident of Alameda, California for almost 7 years, and a lifelong resident of the East Bay. My 
family and I have always enjoyed spending time in Alameda's parks.  
 
I am writing in support of renaming Alameda's Jackson Park. The park's namesake, Andrew Jackson, was a 
racist slaveowner who profited from the human trafficking of Black Americans, and a genocidal imperlialist 
responsible for the deaths of thousands of Native Americans.  
 
Andrew Jackson has a dishonorable legacy. To name an Alameda park after someone so dishonorable sends a 
message that the lives of Black Americans and Native Americans do not matter. It also sends a message that 
Alamedans are willing to look the other way when confronted with the opportunity to chip away racist 
decisions. This is certainly out of line with Alameda's value of inclusivity and unofficial motto that, "Everyone 
Belongs Here." 
 
I invite all of you to leave a different legacy for the younger generations of Alamedans, one that we can all be 
proud of as we continue to engage in antiracist solidarity. Please take this opportunity to stand for justice and 
rename the park as swiftly as possible. Justice delayed is justice denied.  
 
Thank you for your consideration.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
María D. Domínguez, Esq. 
Alameda, CA 94501 
Pronoun/Pronombre: She/Ella  

Black Lives Matter! ¡Las Vidas Negras Importan! 
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Amy Wooldridge

From: Kevis Brownson <kevis.brownson@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 2:21 PM
To: Amy Wooldridge
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Rename Jackson Park - Item 6A 7/9 agenda

For distribution- 
 
Honorable commissioners: 
 
I write this short email to strongly encourage you to vote to rename Jackson Park. Andrew Jackson has no real 
connection with Alameda, and it is right and just that as a community we pick an appropriate name for this 
beautiful park, one that does not bring pain to indigenous peoples.  
 
I walk there nearly every day and it would be a joy to see a new name on this park. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
Kevis Brownson 
Everett Street 
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Amy Wooldridge

From: Amy LaThanh <amy@lathanh.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 4:10 PM
To: Amy Wooldridge
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Jackson Park renaming comment

Hi Amy, 
 
I wanted to say ahead of the meeting tonight that I am supportive of renaming Jackson Park after Mary Jackson, 
a brilliant black woman who made getting the United States to space a reality. This would allow us to keep a lot 
of the same signage so it does not become cost prohibitive while still honoring someone who deserves a lot 
more credit. 
 
Coming in second place would be Alameda Park, as a nod to its historic roots. 
 
Thank you and looking forward to tonight's meeting. 
 
 
Cheers, 
Amy 
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Amy Wooldridge

From: Jason Toupes <alamedacomedyworks@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 4:45 PM
To: Amy Wooldridge
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Jackson Park idea

Hello, 
 
 I've been a resident here in Alameda for over a decade. I also own and operate Alameda Comedy 
Works at Faction Brewing. I would love to see Jackson Park renamed for one the great pioneers in 
womens comedy: Phyllis Diller. Once we get out of the pandemic I would love to produce a comedy 
show in the park for all ages 
 
Thanks 
Jason Toupes 
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Amy Wooldridge

From: Kristin W <kriswel383@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 5:21 PM
To: Amy Wooldridge
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Rename Jackson Park

 
Dear Director Wooldridge, 
 
As you know, Jackson Park’s namesake represents murder, theft and slavery. Andrew Jackson was a human trafficker 
who owned hundreds of slaves and drove Indian residents away from their homes resulting in the deaths of thousands. 
 
As a mom of 3 kids, I’m embarrassed by Jackson park’s name. How can we bring our kids there? This name does not 
represent our city and it’s residents. 
 
In keeping with Alameda’s slogan of “Everyone belongs here”, let’s align our actions to our values and quickly work to 
rename Jackson Park to honor a person or persons more deserving and representative of diversity and inclusion. 
 
We ask that Alameda Parks and Recreation Department commit to: 
-Change the name of Jackson Park 
-Provide, and commit to, a timeline for the park’s name change And -Engage the community in proposing and selecting 
the park’s new name 
 
In addition, we ask that ARPD commit to research other Alameda park names and work to change all that continue to 
perpetuate racism and white supremacy. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kristin Welch 
 









Renaming Jackson Park
Top 10 Names Background and References with Final 4 Name Recommendations to the 
Recreation and Parks Commission listed first.

OHLONE

Reference: 
https://sogoreate-landtrust.org/lisjan-history-and-territory

CHOCHENYO

MABEL TATUM



JUSTICE

the quality of being just, impartial, or fair. 
justus



Fred Korematsu

Peace

ALAMEDA

MARY RUDGE



Yoshiko Uchida

Quick summary:

Biography:

Selected scholarship:

Children's Literature in Education

From Confinement 
to Containment : Japanese/American Arts During the Early Cold War

Archives:
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Written Communication for Item 6-B
Recommend a Name for the Park Formerly Known as Jackson Park

 
 
Subject: Renaming Jackson Park information 

Hello Commissioners, 
 
Below is an email from Deja Gould, Language Carrier of the Confederated Villages of Lisjan Tribe here in 
the East Bay.  This is further clarification that we will include in the presentation on Renaming Jackson 
Park but I’m forwarding it to you in advance as written comment. 
 
 
Thank you so much! I’m happy we could talk earlier the Tribes preference would lean towards 
Chochenyo. With Ohlone being an umbrella term used for many Ohlone Tribes, Chochenyo 
seems appropriate as it is the language that is spoke by our people in the East Bay.  

As far as meeting times I will try to get back to you tomorrow with a more solid date and time 
we would be able to meet. Thank you again! I hope to talk soon.  

‘Uni (Respectfully),  
Deja Gould, Language Carrier
Confederated Villages of Lisjan Tribe
 
 
Amy Wooldridge 
Recreation and Parks Director 
2226 Santa Clara Avenue, Alameda, CA 94501 
(510) 747-7570 
awooldridge@alamedaca.gov 
www.alamedaca.gov/recreation  























Written Communication for Item 6-B
Recommend a Name for the Park Formerly Known as Jackson Park

The 1897 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map shows Alameda Park during its early 
years as a City park. 



Written Communication for Item 6-B

Recommend a Name for the Park Formerly Known as Jackson Park

 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Renaming Jackson Park 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I have lived overlooking the park for nearly 25 years and thoroughly enjoy looking out of my windows at 
the park every day. I am delighted to see the park in all seasons and the thousands of people who 
regularly enjoy spending time there. Dog walkers, people with kids, and others who picnic, spread a 
blanket to enjoy the sunshine and trees. Countless activities, from Frisbee, eating, chatting, napping, 
exercising, reading, practicing their instruments, playing games, workouts, meetings, and since the 
pandemic we now have dance classes, and lots of socially distanced groups meeting. To be truthful, 
none of these activities are likely to change due to the park name. However, I am saddened to hear that 
the original historic name “Alameda Park” is not in the final list.  
 
The first park in Alameda with the sole purpose of being a beautiful area to gather and walk around 
enjoying the trees and open space. For over 100 years people have been doing exactly that! 
The name Alameda Park is a recognition of the history of this park and non-political. 
I vote for the name Alameda Park. 
 
Sincerely, 
Alanda Orozco 
(1207 Park Ave) 
 
 



Written Communication for Item 6-B 
Recommend a Name for the Park Formerly Known as Jackson Park 

 
 
 
From: Cybelle Kelley-Whitley 
Sent: Friday, December 4, 2020 6:38 PM 
To: Amy Wooldridge 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] The park formerly known as Jackson 



Written Communication for Item 6-B 
Recommend a Name for the Park Formerly Known as Jackson Park 

 
 
 
From: Shannon Whitley  
Sent: Sunday, December 6, 2020 8:04 AM 
To: Amy Wooldridge  
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Jackson Park Renaming Process 

Greetings Ms. Wooldridge and Commissioners, 

There are many fine choices amongst the group of names to be considered for the park.  I
humbly ask that we continue to include one of the most popular names on the list, Alameda 
Park.

As a community member who lives on Park Ave., I've been closely following the renaming 
process for the park.  I appreciate the efforts that have been made to gather feedback and to 
represent the views of people across the city.

There is one part of the renaming process that I have found confusing.  I observed that "Alameda 
Park" was consistently one of the top choices in discussions and polls. Alameda Park is the first 
choice of Woody Minor, a Bay Area historian, who asserts that Alameda Park is the original 
name of the park. Renaming the park to its original name seems to be the best way to honor the 
history of the park and our city. 

As a footnote, I believe the park was originally named by A.A. Cohen. His family had some 
holdings in Jamaica that included slave labor, however, he was four years old when the Crown 
outlawed slavery and therefore he was never a slave owner himself. 

Thank you,

Shannon Whitley 
Park Ave. Resident 
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Recommend a Name for the Park Formerly Known as Jackson Park 

 

> On Dec 10, 2020, at 12:29 PM, Ezra Denney  wrote: 
>  
>  
> Commissioners, 
>  
> I write today to express my support for the name Mabel Tatum Park to replace the Park named after a 
slave owner. I do not need to remind the commission about the bio of Ms. Tatum, but I feel her work for 
Alameda's Black and low-income residents, especially in regard to housing resonates today. Honoring 
Ms. Tatum will allow us to educate the City on the many obstacles our Black community has faced, and 
continues to face. 
>  
> I am reminded of the words of Commissioner Barnes in her editorial of July 8, 2020: "What we choose 
to elevate, through monuments or the honor of naming, shows what we value." 
>  
> It's time for Alameda to show that we value the struggle and activism of our Black and Brown 
communities. It's time for Alameda to show that we are true to our motto "Everyone Belongs Here." It's 
time to give Mabel Tatum the honor she deserves. 
>  
> Thank you, 
>  
> Ezra Denney 
 



Written Communication for Item 6-B 
Recommend a Name for the Park Formerly Known as Jackson Park

On Dec 10, 2020, at 12:48 PM, Laura Gamble wrote: 

Alameda Recreation and Parks Commissioners,

Thank you for voting to rename this Jackson Park. Removing monuments to white 
supremacy in our community is long overdue.

While I think that the four options that the renaming committee has presented are great 
choices, I believe that both Ohlone and Chochenyo offer something that the other 
options do not - these both hone in on the spirit of truth and reconciliation. A necessary 
process for the nation, and for Alameda, to embark on as urgently as possible.

And while this is outside the scope of a rename, I hope this commission will eventually 
take this one step further and work towards a memorial in this park to honor the 
indigenous people harmed by Andrew Jackson.  

Thank you for your consideration.

Laura Gamble



 

Written Communication for Item 6-B 
Recommend a Name for the Park Formerly Known as Jackson Park

On Dec 10, 2020, at 2:20 PM, Helen Simpson wrote: 
>  
> Ms. Wooldridge. 
>  
> I understand that The Recreation and Parks Commission will hear the issue and made a 
recommendation to City Council for the final action of renaming Jackson Park at the December 10th 
meeting.  On the staff’s report, it lists four finalists, Ohlone, Chochenyo, Mabel Tatum and Justice. 
>  
> The staff report also states 625 responded to a survey which included 10 names on the survey.  I note 
that the survey was conducted from November 23rd through 27th, the week of Thanksgiving when 
people were preparing for the holiday.  The survey should be open for more than 5 days.  What about 
the individuals that do not go on social media or are on ARPD’s email list?  With conducting a survey, it 
should be done where all the residence of Alameda have access to the voting.  Only 625 out of an 
estimated 80,000 residence participated in the survey?  That should be a red flag.  The 625 that 
participated in the survey is a little over half the people (1,200) whom signed the petition to remove the 
name “Jackson Park.”  Why does this have to be done during the holidays? 
>  
> Can the committee for renaming Jackson Park reveal how many votes for each of the 10 names on the 
survey and how the 4 names made the list?  It also indicates a large majority of respondents were older, 
white residents.  Can the committee also reveal the complete list of this too?  How many voters did not 
answer the question about age or race? 
>  
> The staff report indicates that the park was named after President Andrew Jackson in 1909, when, in 
fact, the first name of the park was Alameda Park, which in Spanish means “grove of trees” which fits 
the park.  Attached are copies of the maps. 
>  
> On the finalists is Mabel Tatum, which in a newspaper clipping from 19966, the speech she made in 
the first sentence was:  “To hell with the Alameda Police Department . . .’ and her first paragraph ends 
with “So, I say heck with the Alameda Police Department.”  I find it interesting that the staff report omits 
this paragraph.  It is apparent that Mabel Tatum had an issue with the Alameda Police Department, but 
the commission is recommending the park be named after her.   Attached is the newspaper article from 
1966. 
>  
> It is also costing $10,000.00 from the Park and Rec. Department’s general fund, with an additional 
$4,000 for an educational sign.  $14,000 for two signs sounds excessive.  What about all the maps that 
need to re-printed?  Has the commission tried to have someone sponsor the signage so the $14,000 of 
the general fund can be used for improving the parks? 
>  
> I am opposed to the commission voting on re-naming Jackson Park.  This should have more community 
voices other than the 625 that responded to one survey over the Thanksgiving week.  The City should 
either keep Jackson Park as is or go back to the original name “Alameda Park.” 
>  
> Helen Simpson 
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Recommend a Name for the Park Formerly Known as Jackson Park 

 

> On Dec 10, 2020, at 2:19 PM, PS wrote: 
>  
> Hello,  
>  
> My name is Pamela Shepherd and as residents of Alameda, my family and I would like Andrew Jackson 
Park renamed to Ohlone Park.   
 
> This land was taken by force from the Ohlone Tribe.  I’d like to start healing the wounds by renaming 
this park and offering a sincere, heartfelt apology to our Ohlone people.  
>  
> Thank You,  
> Pamela Shepherd 
 



Written Communication for Item 6-B 
Recommend a Name for the Park Formerly Known as Jackson Park 

Dec 10, 2020, at 2:44 PM, Jerome Szymczak  wrote: 
>  
>  
> Mabel Tatum Park gets my vote!  A great tribute to a local and too-long- unsung 
hero!   
 
Jerome Szymczak 



Written Communication for Item 6-B 
Recommend a Name for the Park Formerly Known as Jackson Park 

 
 
On Dec 10, 2020, at 4:10 PM, Rob Halford  wrote: 
>  
>  
> Dear Ms. Wooldridge and Commissioners, 
>  
> As a resident of Alameda, I'd like to provide my support for the Ohlone Park choice for the 
renaming decision.  In my view this is a fitting way to pay homage to the original inhabitants of 
the island.  Further, naming after an individual is always going to be subject to future discovery 
of human imperfections, as evidenced by the previous name, and should be avoided in my 
view. 
>  
> Last, I hope that you will take some time in the meeting to review the results of the poll, and 
how the final options were determined.  
>  
> Thank you.  
>  
> Rob Halford  
 



Written Communication for Item 6-B 
Recommend a Name for the Park Formerly Known as Jackson Park

On Dec 10, 2020, at 3:47 PM, Katherine Cameron wrote: 

HI. I submitted Truth, but Justice works very well too. Here’s my reasoning:  

Why not a Native American tribal name? I find it sad that all over the USA , you find parks, 
cities, counties, states and sports teams named after Native American tribes that were almost 
annihilated by the very people adopting these names, and stealing the land. It is a kind of 
sentimentality- following- brutality that I find particularly repugnant. Therefore, I do not support 
following this pattern on our island, thinking we have somehow honored the Ohlone by naming a 
park after them. Better to find a few remaining tribal members and see what we can do to 
REALLY help and honor them.  I am guessing  we are NOT about to give them back the park 
itself,  or our houses, or other land on our island. Truly, we who are not Ohlone are settlers. We 
are occupiers. Let’s not gloss over that by naming a park after the people from whom we stole.  

Why not a name of an individual who made a contribution? I think naming a park after one 
particular individual is unwise. Unless the park land was donated by a particular person, it just 
gives rise to “why not this other person” kind of thinking. Instead, let’s make the park name 
ASPIRATIONAL - about values we all share.

It is because JUSTICE PARK is about all of us, about what we aspire to, and what others 
have died for, that I think it brings us together, and unites us. In this spirit, I vote for 
Justice Park among the choices.

Katherine Cameron
2716 Bayview Drive 
Alameda CA 94501 
510-814-6593 
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Recommend a Name for the Park Formerly Known as Jackson Park

On Dec 10, 2020, at 3:41 PM, Ryan LaLonde  wrote: 

















Renaming Jackson Park  
Top 10 Names Background and References with Final 4 Name Recommendations to the 
Recreation and Parks Commission listed first.

OHLONE

Reference: 
https://sogoreate-landtrust.org/lisjan-history-and-territory

CHOCHENYO

MABEL TATUM



JUSTICE

the quality of being just, impartial, or fair. 
justus



Fred Korematsu

Peace

ALAMEDA

MARY RUDGE



Yoshiko Uchida

Quick summary:

Biography:

Selected scholarship:

Children's Literature in Education

From Confinement 
to Containment : Japanese/American Arts During the Early Cold War

Archives:



NIELSEN TAM





Poll Results from Community Forum on Renaming Jackson Park
11/23/2020

Poll #1 of 27 respondents
Which name stood out to you? 
Ohlone 56% 15
Alameda 41% 11
Chochenyo 41% 11
Mabel Tatum 22% 6
Nielsen Tam 7% 2
Justice 7% 2
Peace 7% 2
Fred Korematsu 0% 0
Yoshiko Uchida 0% 0
Mary Rudge 0% 0

Poll #2 of 25 respondents
What name represents the kind of place you want Alameda to be?
Ohlone 44% 11
Alameda 41% 10
Chochenyo 36% 9
Justice 20% 5
Fred Korematsu 16% 4
Peace 12% 3
Mabel Tatum 8% 2
Yoshiko Uchida 8% 2
Mary Rudge 4% 1
Nielsen Tam 4% 1

Demographics of 23 respondents
Black or African American 13% 3
Native America 13% 3
Asian or Pacific Islander 17% 4
Hispanic or Latino 9% 2
White 48% 11

Under 18 0% 0
19-49 35% 8
Over 50 65% 15

West Alameda 38% 9
East Alameda 35% 8
Bay Farm Island/Haror Bay 17% 4
Not an Alameda resident 9% 2
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Q1 Please choose your top 5 choices of park names(Names are listed in
no particular order)

Answered: 625 Skipped: 0

Alameda

Ohlone

Peace

Justice

Chochenyo

Fred Korematsu

Yoshiko Uchida

Nielsen Tam

Mabel Tatum

Mary Rudge

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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61.44% 384

47.20% 295

25.12% 157

20.80% 130

18.40% 115

15.68% 98

14.56% 91

12.00% 75

11.36% 71

11.04% 69

Total Respondents: 625  

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Alameda

Ohlone

Peace

Justice

Chochenyo

Fred Korematsu

Yoshiko Uchida

Nielsen Tam

Mabel Tatum

Mary Rudge
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Q2 Any Additional Feedback
Answered: 185 Skipped: 440
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# RESPONSES DATE

1 5 choices? Why 5 and not in any order of priority. 11/27/2020 9:47 PM

2 I think that naming it after a person can lead to trouble later on. My first choice is Ohlone and
it’s a fine tribute to the natives whose land we live on.

11/27/2020 9:40 PM

3 Why vote for 5? Ask to vote for ONE name And Alameda Park is the true original name of the
Park. Parks and Rec shouldn’t fall into the politics of renaming a park, especially this one that
already has a name and it’s Alameda Park

11/27/2020 9:14 PM

4 Why 5 picks..trying to elevate the less popular? 11/27/2020 9:11 PM

5 All great individuals. I am not sure this park needs to be identified with a single individual. 11/27/2020 9:07 PM

6 Naming this park Ohlone would be one of the only public recognitions in Alameda of the people
to whom this land belonged/should belong.

11/27/2020 9:03 PM

7 I think there should be something in the park that references that it used to be Jackson Park
and why it was changed. I believe it’s important to remember these things, instead of just
erasing history.

11/27/2020 8:23 PM

8 PEACE is my first choice 11/27/2020 7:14 PM

9 This is a waste of taxpayer dollars 11/27/2020 7:11 PM

10 I like Ohlone best 11/27/2020 6:10 PM

11 "Alameda Park" is just too generic and confusing. And naming it for specific people has
backfired so many times, let's not repeat that. So "Ohlone" it is for me.

11/27/2020 5:17 PM

12 Should have remained Jackson Park. Since the Parks department succumbed to political
pressure, name it Alameda Park. And why would you need to know our race? I am multi-racial
and offended that the city is asking the race of individuals. We are all one, ALAMEDANS

11/27/2020 5:03 PM

13 Let’s not name it after one individual. Either original name Alameda or to honor original Ohlone. 11/27/2020 4:36 PM

14 No individual names, knowledge of these individuals only apply to a small percentage of
residents. Keep the name as general as you can, ie: Alameda Park.

11/27/2020 3:10 PM

15 Go back to the original name. 11/27/2020 1:51 PM

16 Boaty McBoatface Park 11/27/2020 1:42 PM

17 thanks for the opportunity to select 11/27/2020 11:49 AM

18 I personally don’t know any of the people associated with the newname suggestions. 11/27/2020 10:17 AM

19 Alameda Park in Alameda would be confusing, I think. 11/27/2020 10:12 AM

20 The kids call it Crackson because of all the druggies who hang out there. 11/27/2020 9:54 AM

21 I did not know names were being solicited, I like the name of Alameda native and ex-Senator,
Don Perata

11/27/2020 9:53 AM

22 Na 11/27/2020 9:50 AM

23 Don’t care for any of the choices. 11/27/2020 9:39 AM

24 I like keeping it generic. Public opinions change over time. There was a time people thought
Jackson was a good guy. Keeping it generic will avoid ever having to rename it again. No one
can complain about Peace, Justice, or Alameda : )

11/27/2020 9:32 AM

25 N/A 11/27/2020 9:30 AM

26 Please name the park after the native peoples who inhabited Alameda. 11/27/2020 9:19 AM

27 Change it back to its original name Alameda Park! 11/27/2020 8:59 AM

28 Thanks for all of your work on this important project. Great mtg, too. I've lived here all of my
life (65yrs).

11/27/2020 8:43 AM

29 I would have chosen Ohlone or Chochenyo however it is unclear to me from this form whether 11/27/2020 8:32 AM
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or not members of these indigenous communities have been consulted on whether or not they
would want this park to bear those names. More context would help this survey greatly.

30 What a waste of time, money and energy. Wasn’t the park named after Jackson Brown? I like
him. Just take down the sign and refer to it as the park on Park Avenue. And do the same with
other “offensively-named” parks.

11/27/2020 8:26 AM

31 Niel Tam Park would be so great. I know the school district offices are named for him but he
was and actually still is through his sons an inspiration for taking care of community

11/27/2020 8:21 AM

32 I chose my top three instead. 11/27/2020 7:44 AM

33 Why five name choices? Rigged? 11/27/2020 7:39 AM

34 Please honor the native people. They are written out of history, let’s retain the story of the
stewards of this land who cared for our beloved Alameda for thousands of years before we all
called this place home.

11/27/2020 7:16 AM

35 Ohlone were the original inhabitants of Alameda. It would show them some respect that they
didn't get previously.

11/27/2020 5:00 AM

36 Keep the park as Jackson Park 11/27/2020 12:23 AM

37 Return it to the original name. 11/26/2020 11:08 PM

38 Renaming the park is stupid. 11/26/2020 10:52 PM

39 Excellent nominations, all. Will there be a re-dedication ceremony and will that be announced? 11/26/2020 10:31 PM

40 Park should be named after a woman or a person of color not an abstract concept 11/26/2020 4:43 PM

41 We could save a lot of reprinting costs if we simply named it in honor of Curtis '50 cent'
Jackson.

11/26/2020 3:12 PM

42 I don’t think you should have five choices. I think they should be numbered first choice second
choice for choice. It makes for a clear choice of people wishes.

11/26/2020 3:04 PM

43 I don’t think parks should be named after people and ideals. Parks are about enjoying trees,
flowers, grass, nature. Streets and buildings are good ways to honor people and ideals.

11/26/2020 2:33 PM

44 Alameda Park was the orginal name , let's just make it easy 11/26/2020 1:58 PM

45 Than you for making the change. 11/26/2020 1:43 PM

46 There are very few (if any?) public places, streets, or schools in Alameda named after the
Native peoples of California. I hope that ARPD can help change that by honoring the first
people of Alameda by choosing a native name.

11/26/2020 1:34 PM

47 Can you also get rid of the drug dealing that has been going on there for years? 11/26/2020 12:19 PM

48 Jackson Park 11/26/2020 12:00 PM

49 Chadwick Boseman 11/26/2020 9:52 AM

50 the directions said to name it after a person who has died and there are choices that don't fit
that description

11/26/2020 9:50 AM

51 N/a 11/26/2020 9:46 AM

52 or "Peace" if there's weighted voting...! 11/26/2020 9:33 AM

53 Niel Tam or Fred Korematsu top choices. Honoring contributions of prominent Asian American
recognizing history, embracing change, and tackling challenges to equity

11/26/2020 9:28 AM

54 Thanks for doing this! 11/26/2020 9:28 AM

55 Don’t get too woke about it. Something that stands the test of time please 11/26/2020 9:03 AM

56 Consider the friction aspect of pronouncing a name. This isn’t about an intellectual exercise.
It’s a park. Keep it simple and obvious.

11/26/2020 8:44 AM

57 I prioritize these three. 11/26/2020 8:03 AM
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58 We need more Asian representation in this city. Especially with all the Anti Asian sentiments. 11/26/2020 7:24 AM

59 I prefer to rename it Alameda Park. Naming parks after real people has been shown to be
problematic. It would be good if the City would make this park more welcoming with flower
gardens and better walking paths. It’s nice to have a “green” park with no ball fields, tennis
courts, play structures, etc so one can stroll or picnic without the additional noise and visual
distractions. Flower beds and plantings that change seasonally would be a great addition.

11/26/2020 7:10 AM

60 It would have been nice to see a small bio on the people listed, it would make it easier to see
why they would be worthy to have a park named after them. I thought of a name not listed but
it was one of my favorite parks as a child growing up in San Pedro, Ca. I nominate the name
Friendship Park.

11/26/2020 7:05 AM

61 RIP Ryan McDaniels, name it after him, he died at Emma Hood pool at AHS. 11/26/2020 2:15 AM

62 Alameda Park was the original name and I strongly think we should return to that name. 11/26/2020 1:43 AM

63 5 feels too many to choose. I feel good about the choices above. 11/25/2020 11:29 PM

64 I've been here 17 years and don't know who any of those people for park names are. perhaps it
will help keep their names in reverence. My first pick; I like Heritage Park! Park Park is cute
but no one else will think so... If it was originally Alameda Park that makes sense.

11/25/2020 10:45 PM

65 Who are those other people? 11/25/2020 10:21 PM

66 Good names 11/25/2020 10:02 PM

67 It should stay “Jackson Park” 11/25/2020 9:56 PM

68 Learn from the mistake of naming a park after a person! The original name was Alameda Park,
and so it should be it’s current name. It’s in Alameda’s history, stop changing our history!

11/25/2020 9:38 PM

69 a paragraph about the individuals/ names would have helped. Most people have some hidden
past that can come out & become objectionable in the future to others, so naming it after
individuals defeats the purpose. Naming it after a native tribe originally from the area or simple
acts like peace, justice, Freedom is better.

11/25/2020 9:00 PM

70 There are no parks in Alameda other than Littlejohn celebrating black people. No MLK no
Malcolm x no Rosa Parks in fact Rosa Park Park would be awesome.

11/25/2020 8:58 PM

71 Someone of significance in ALAMEDA’s history should be recognized by naming this park
after them!

11/25/2020 8:54 PM

72 More Local Names 11/25/2020 8:50 PM

73 Ohlone honors that this land belonged to them. Nielsen Tam was an asset to AUSD and the
children he helped

11/25/2020 8:27 PM

74 It should be Ohlone, 11/25/2020 8:19 PM

75 Originally named Alameda Park would be historically correct 11/25/2020 7:57 PM

76 Chochenyo or Ohlone are my top choices. We don't have public land in Alameda that pay
respect to the first peoples who lived here.

11/25/2020 7:32 PM

77 you should give a sentence about each person like on a ballot. Example: Ohlone are the
indigenous people of Alameda and the coastal bay area.

11/25/2020 7:00 PM

78 It is their park 11/25/2020 6:57 PM

79 I think it's a mistake to name parks after individuals. Stick to community values and we can
honor local individuals that lived that value. Or local artists can share pieces which are
expressions of that value.

11/25/2020 6:24 PM

80 I am wondering if anyone has reached out to the local Indigenous community for input. I
believe the Muwekma Ohlone Tribe is the contemporary tribe associated with the San
Francisco Bay Area

11/25/2020 5:58 PM

81 Native American tribute please! 11/25/2020 5:57 PM

82 I don’t see Jackson Park! 11/25/2020 5:38 PM
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83 Keep it simple (and original) 11/25/2020 5:23 PM

84 no 11/25/2020 5:18 PM

85 Non of the above. Name it Jackson Park 11/25/2020 5:03 PM

86 I like “First Park”. 11/25/2020 4:56 PM

87 Please name the park a generic name so in 50 years it will not have to be named again. Or
leave it at Jackson and have no history attached to it

11/25/2020 4:52 PM

88 Something easy to pronunce would be good. 11/25/2020 4:35 PM

89 Top choice is Ohlone. They were here first, right? 11/25/2020 4:09 PM

90 Martin Luther King Park is cool also. 11/25/2020 4:05 PM

91 I am afraid the most by votes will go to peace, Alameda, or justice. I hope that we just won’t
go with the highest vote gettter. In my opinion, the reason to rename parks and streets is to
honor individuals of color I’ve been ignored over the years. I was offended by the choice of
love for the new name of the previous haight school. It should’ve been there for a person of
color. Not a silly play on words.

11/25/2020 3:52 PM

92 Make sure the Ohlone didn't do some genocide of some other culture to get the island though! 11/25/2020 3:51 PM

93 Thank you for your work; this effort is keenly appreciated. 11/25/2020 3:45 PM

94 stop naming them after people if we are just going to change them. pick the street and name it
that or something and leave Godfrey alone!

11/25/2020 3:27 PM

95 We need a Parky McParkface option! 11/25/2020 3:23 PM

96 Ohlone is a good option to recognize and bring attention to the land we live on 11/25/2020 3:13 PM

97 It’s the original name of the park, it should be named what it was always known as Alameda
Park. Since the 1890s! Don’t use a person’s name, we know how that ends up...

11/25/2020 2:52 PM

98 Change the attribution to a different Jackson to save money, or choose a non person name so
we can be done with this

11/25/2020 2:15 PM

99 I think it would be preferable to use a hyphenated name that recognizes Alameda and one of
the Native American identifications such as Alameda-Chochonyo or Alameda-Ohlone Park.

11/25/2020 2:14 PM

100 Bring back its original name. It is history which Alameda is full of! 11/25/2020 2:07 PM

101 Cabral Greens! I wish my man made it to the ballot. Great citizen 11/25/2020 2:00 PM

102 I'd prefer the name of the park being kept Jackson Park. Until recently I never even knew it
was named after Andrew Jackson. I still think of it as Jackson park and don't like the concept
of renaming long time place names. Who it was named after means nothing to me today.
Jackson is a common name used on streets, etc. If they want to name it after a black person,
the first name reference could instead be Jesse or Michael, so it could still be called Jackson
Park.

11/25/2020 1:29 PM

103 With all the recent racial issues NOTHING should be named after a person. I don't care for any
of the other listed.

11/25/2020 12:45 PM

104 Let's give it a name that everyone can relate to! 11/25/2020 12:01 PM

105 I think naming it Alameda park continues the racist under tones the name already represents.
In my opinion, Ohlone is the best option as it changes the name entirely to Indigenous people.
There are no parks in Alameda with Indigenous names. We are on Indigenous land.

11/25/2020 11:56 AM

106 Bill Del Porto. Huge supporter of boys and girls club. Hard working Alameda Soccer and youth
baseball.

11/25/2020 11:50 AM

107 I am surprised there are names of people, given how that can be problematic, and not sure
how these people relate to the context of the park. Thanks for this effort!

11/25/2020 11:50 AM

108 Don't name for people, name for place, much less political 11/25/2020 11:42 AM

109 Janet Jackson Park, Ms. Jackson if you're nasty. 11/25/2020 11:39 AM
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110 jim morrison park 11/25/2020 11:33 AM

111 Alameda Park was the original name of the park and is represented as such at least as far
back as 1908

11/25/2020 11:32 AM

112 Parks shouldn’t be named after people because there are always reasons to be offended stock
to place names

11/25/2020 11:31 AM

113 If it is named for a person that person is fallible. Two generations from now someone will want
to change it again.

11/25/2020 11:28 AM

114 The first park in Alameda should be renamed to it’s original name. Alameda Park is the best
option.

11/25/2020 10:29 AM

115 Sounds like we have enough great names to rename anything problematic! 11/25/2020 10:24 AM

116 I like the names of notable people with ties to Alameda. Of the list I only knew of Korematsu,
but I've now looked up the others to learn more. It's interesting to read their stories. While I
think it's also worthwhile to commemorate the area's Ohlone history, I wish it were possible to
use people's names or at least more specific references to do so. It looks like Chochenyo may
be able to accomplish this, by at least referring to a more specific group of Ohlone. Thanks to
the city staff and community members involved in running this process. I have appreciated
being able to sign petitions, follow along online, look at the signage in person as my limited
time has allowed.

11/25/2020 10:20 AM

117 Alameda is Ohlone land. It would be great to rename the park Ohlone Park (or Chochenyo) as
a land acknowledgement to the area's original inhabitants.

11/25/2020 10:20 AM

118 Does anyone have background information on these choices? The connection to Alameda, if
any. Is it here somewhere and I'm missing it? If it's not here, please add. I don't know all these
names. It's my understanding original name of park was Alameda Park. That should be added.
It's also my understanding that you need permission from the Ohlone tribe. Has that been
granted? Is someone looking into that? Please alphabetized names otherwise appears they are
in your favorite order. Thank you!

11/25/2020 10:01 AM

119 Naming a park after a value requires us have shares meaning of those values. Otherwise, they
often ring hollow in name and people can get moralistic when a behavior seems doesn’t match
into their personal belief of concepts like “justice” and “peace”. However, we can model
“justice” by giving the name from the language of the common land ancestors.

11/25/2020 9:54 AM

120 No need to be reactionary and change names to placate a vocal minority 11/25/2020 9:52 AM

121 Go back to the original name. People are highly flawed even the best of people and could be
controversial in the future. Unless someone has had direct impact on a park (as in the case of
Jean Seeeney) stop naming things after people.

11/25/2020 9:45 AM

122 Ohlone Park would be too confusing as there is already an Ohlone St with an unnamed grassy
park at the end of the street!

11/25/2020 9:42 AM

123 Alameda Park is the only name I vote for because it's the original name of the park when it
first opened in the 1890s. It's part of Alameda's history!

11/25/2020 9:16 AM

124 Stop naming parks after people. 11/25/2020 8:14 AM

125 We need to do more to honor the Chochenyo people that we’re forced off this beautiful land. 11/25/2020 8:07 AM

126 Thanks 11/25/2020 8:05 AM

127 I would rather have a park that wasn’t named aftera specific person. And would like to honor
the history of native people.

11/25/2020 7:53 AM

128 Alameda park was the original name 11/25/2020 7:12 AM

129 Would be nice to have information on each name on the list. 11/25/2020 6:38 AM

130 I'm glad that it won't be named after Jackson anymore. I'd really prefer that the park NOT be
named after a specific person.

11/24/2020 11:34 PM

131 Original name should be used. Alameda Park. Back to its roots. 11/24/2020 11:18 PM

132 Please don't name it after a person...in the future something may be found out about their 11/24/2020 11:18 PM
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history. Alameda was the original name of the park - to us a logical choice

133 Inclusive (it's everybodys park) while also maintaining historical accuracy. 11/24/2020 11:06 PM

134 Alameda means treelined so that is our favorite name Alameda Park 11/24/2020 10:14 PM

135 N/a 11/24/2020 10:10 PM

136 Why not give information on the Origin and background of the names so people can make
informed choices.

11/24/2020 10:10 PM

137 Thank you! 11/24/2020 10:09 PM

138 Democracy Park? I'm in favor of not naming parks after specific people any longer. 11/24/2020 10:06 PM

139 I would love for the original name, Alameda Park, be restored to this historic park. 11/24/2020 10:04 PM

140 This is an historic park. I would like to honor its history by restoring its original name. Naming
the park for the city makes it very clear that everyone belongs in the park.

11/24/2020 9:50 PM

141 We should revert to the original name. 11/24/2020 9:24 PM

142 Sorry, I'm sure the people are very worthy, but if I wait to fill this out until i go look them all up,
I'll never get back to it. #lifeWithToddlers

11/24/2020 9:17 PM

143 This original name of the park is the best choice. 11/24/2020 9:16 PM

144 My top choice would be to name it one of the Native American names. 11/24/2020 9:12 PM

145 Thank you 11/24/2020 9:12 PM

146 If we use native American name will we seek permission from them? 11/24/2020 8:58 PM

147 If Ohlone or Chochenyo win, please consult the name with the Sogorea Te' Land Trust. They're
an Indigenous-woman led organization of Ohlone people; if you're going to use the name of
their tribe then you need to consult them.

11/24/2020 8:31 PM

148 Justice is the most important word in our history, and our language. 11/24/2020 8:22 PM

149 Please don’t name it Alameda Park, I swear to god I will call it anything else 11/24/2020 7:56 PM

150 There is no one who loved Alameda more than Mary Rudge, who worked for peace in our world
and offered creative endeavor to all our children, youth and adults. When you look at the list of
76 names in the Alameda Island Theme Poems: 2004,2005,and 2006 (one of the poetry books
she edited as Poet Laureate of Alameda for 12 years), you appreciate the cultural multiplicity
of our island home and the peace it speaks out of that blending, even in times of stress, as of
now.

11/24/2020 6:43 PM

151 Park of Alameda 11/24/2020 6:40 PM

152 Stay away from naming it after a person. Someone somewhere will eventually find something
wrong with that person.

11/24/2020 6:38 PM

153 This is dumb. Just name it a generic Jackson. Spend the money to combat crime 11/24/2020 5:35 PM

154 Dear God. What awful choices, so go back to the original 11/24/2020 5:20 PM

155 Leave it Jackson. He is a war hero, driving the British from New Orleans in the War of 1812.
He was a Southerner, he held slaves. To judge him by modern standards will make just about
everyone born before 1900 suspect in some way...

11/24/2020 5:17 PM

156 forget about people...stick with neutral history.. 11/24/2020 5:09 PM

157 The two-named options feel a little heavy in the mouth, and I think most people would shorten
to the last name only. I voted on merit and tiebreaker went to ease on the tongue. Weird way to
put it I know. But I think if we want folks to use the new name it has to have a semi natural
mouthfeel and "sound like a park" or we will get an Alameda Towne Centre level of adoption.

11/24/2020 5:00 PM

158 Why not go back to the name the park had (Alameda Park) before it was renamed Jackson
Park? People/group names are problematic - if not now, probably a few years later.

11/24/2020 4:56 PM

159 Excited. 11/24/2020 4:31 PM
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160 The Muwekma Ohlone Tribe has a website at www.muwekma.org and a facebook presence, I
would love to know their thoughts on naming the park after their tribe. They have been
mistakenly referred to as not living anymore, but they are still here and living in the Bay Area.
Please contact them and ask them to be involved.

11/24/2020 4:28 PM

161 Alameda Park is dumb and a copout - don't do it 11/24/2020 4:14 PM

162 Prefer Ohlone or Chochenyo 11/24/2020 4:03 PM

163 This was the original name of this park as shown on maps as far back as 1867. 11/24/2020 4:02 PM

164 Bring the marble statue with the names of alameda military's deceased from entrance to bay
farm with flag. Place it after updating and name park alameda veterans memorial park

11/24/2020 3:58 PM

165 Still need criteria first before renaming parks. How do we know any of these human candidates
or not flood in someway they would be judged harshly in the future.

11/24/2020 3:46 PM

166 None 11/24/2020 3:40 PM

167 it should be Barbara Lee or Kamala harris park 11/24/2020 2:49 PM

168 Alameda is the original name of the Park from the late 1880s - it should be named Alameda
Park as it always was.

11/24/2020 2:48 PM

169 This park was developed for the Alameda Park Homestead development from the 1870's and
named Alameda Park originally, that original name was taken/renamed due to short-
sightedness due to political motives and the park should be returned to it's former name or a
Native American name that has a connection to the lands of Alameda. Other names that have
no connection to this site should be considered for other sites & monuments.

11/24/2020 2:36 PM

170 No 11/24/2020 2:34 PM

171 I am not thrilled with any of these choices. I would prefer a larger list suggested by Alameda
residents with some explanation of why we would name an Alameda park after this person.

11/24/2020 2:34 PM

172 hard call. Chochenyo is good but I may prefer Yoshiko Uchida. 11/24/2020 2:31 PM

173 I generally like the principles, but I also think naming after the native inhabitants would be
great!

11/24/2020 2:27 PM

174 Thank you! 11/24/2020 2:19 PM

175 I am inspired by the stories of Yoshiko Uchida and Mabel Tatum - both women of color who
led, in different ways, in the fight against discrimination.

11/24/2020 2:16 PM

176 Nick Cabral 11/24/2020 2:05 PM

177 Mary Rudge did Poetry Slam Readings open Mic @ that location & was a big advocate for
Peace & the homeless & mentally Ill that would Frequent that park & invited them to pull up a
chair & listen to the music & partake in the festivities. My Vote is Rudge Park in her honor

11/24/2020 2:05 PM

178 Add "General Robert E. Lee" as an option 11/24/2020 2:01 PM

179 Could only select one! 11/24/2020 1:48 PM

180 It will always be Jackson Park to me. 11/24/2020 1:34 PM

181 Leave it Jackson park as we’ve always know it! Don’t let THESE people take away everything!
Please!!

11/24/2020 1:31 PM

182 I think many of the the names are worthy of recognition around alameda. I think it's fitting that
Neal Tam has an education building named after him, I would like to see sustainable housing
named after Mabel Tatum, a library or school would be excellent choices for Yoshiko Uchida
and Mary Rudge. Peace Park and Justice Park seem to generic to me and so they lack the
restorative justice quality that I am looking for. Returning the name to Alameda- while I
understand the argument and the meaning or the name, papers over alameda prior decision to
name the park after Jackson, I think we can do more than restore I think we can build back
better. I think naming the Alameda first Park after its first people and giving them recognition of
their continue value and presence is very meaningful for all of Alameda. I especially like
chochenyo because it both references the specific people but also the language. Giving voice
to are past, present, and future.

11/24/2020 1:25 PM
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183 During the renaming of Love School the Ohlone pretty clearly asked not to use their name as
they were not getting the land back. This logic applies here and should be removed from the
survey.

11/24/2020 1:03 PM

184 MARY RUDGE PEACE PARK 11/24/2020 11:54 AM

185 Mary Rudge Peace Park would commemorate Alameda's First Poet Laureate, artist, teacher,
and lifetime peace and justice advocate.

11/24/2020 11:32 AM
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Q5 Where do you live?
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From: Nadya T
To: City Clerk
Cc: Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft; John Knox White; Malia Vella; Tony Daysog; Trish Spencer
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Item 6-A: Choose Chochenyo Park (Option 1)
Date: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 7:29:04 PM

Dear Councilmembers,

My name is Nadya and I am a resident of Alameda. I am writing to ask that you please 
vote for Option 1 on item 6-A on the 1/19//2021 agenda. Rename Former Jackson 
Park to Chochenyo Park per the recommendation of the Recreation & Parks 
Commission

Renaming Jackson Park to Chochenyo Park presents an opportunity for education 
about an inclusive history of the original peoples of this place. This new name offers a 
clear repudiation of Andrew Jackson, his enslavement of African-Americans, and his 
involvement in the genocide of Indigenous peoples and theft of their land. This name 
is a gesture towards redressing the harm of the former name.

Thank you,

Nadya



From: Mike Van Dine
To: City Clerk
Subject: [EXTERNAL] ITEM 6-A File #2021-504
Date: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 7:10:05 PM

Good Evening Council members and thanks for an opportunity to address this item. 

I’d like to begin by making reference to the Sunshine Ordnance and the definition of a policy body as 
“Any committee or body, created by the initiative of a policy body as a whole”.  It is indisputable that 
the Park and Recreation Commission is a policy body. On July 9, its action of appointing a sub-
committee of two Commission Members to establish a citizen’s committee renders that citizens 
committee a body “created” by the Commission, regardless of the fact that the committee members 
were appointed by the sub-committee. 

A similar process was used by City Council in directing the City Manager to appoint a Citizens 
committee on police reform. It is clear to me that in both instances the strategy behind this 
approach is designed to avoid the requirements of both our Sunshine Ordinance and the Brown Act 
requiring public notice of and participation in meetings of these two citizens committees. I do not 
think that these laws were intended to allow local government bodies to avoid transparency 
requirements by the simple means of delegating the appointment of committee members to a third 
party.

For these reasons, I hope you will consider taking a pause at this time and reopening the process of 
the renaming of the park to recognize the citizens committee as a policy body subject to the 
transparency requirements of our sunshine Ordinance and the Brown Act.  If you fail to do so your 
action will be challenged under the process provided in our Sunshine Ordinance and/or Brown Act.

Mike Van Dine



From: Conchita Perales
To: City Clerk
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Item 6-A File# 2021-504
Date: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 6:58:46 PM

The renaming of the park process was not transparent!

The City Council’s decision to re-name Jackson Park in itself rights the wrongs of honoring Andrew Jackson in the
first place. And the majority of the Rec & Park Commissioners agreed that simply reversing the Park to its original
name made sense to them when they first considered it.

But the members of the the park-renaming sub-committee never wanted to rename the park “Alameda”.  They
determined that they were  going to choose any names for the Park on their own for their own reasons.

So why did the committee ask the public their favorite names from their list of 10? And why did they choose to
ignore the public’s favorite name “Alameda Park”?  The sub-committee stated that the poll which included a
question asking the voter’s ethnicity showed that too many white people had participated. Amazingly, this whole
process that was supposed to emphasize “inclusion” was excluding the white voters of the poll.

This unfortunate situation of trying to erase the popular choice of Alameda caused the sub-committee and even one
commissioner to attempt to create a tortured accounting of Alameda Park’s history including claims that it was
never actually named Alameda Park despite it’s appearance on maps and city ordinances as early as 1867 and as late
as 1908.

And even worse members of the sub-committee and one commissioner felt the need to state the name Alameda itself
was an unacceptable word  because it was a Spanish word and the Spaniards removed the Ohlone Indians from the
Bay Area.. Yes, Alameda, the name of our City was unacceptable to the subcommittee.

The fact is, the City of Alameda was born in the Gold Rush not during the Spanish occupation. Alameda Park itself
was fully developed and designed in the Victorian era which is a main tap root of the City and an asset of our
community. We should celebrate the original roots of our City and not fall victim to the attempted shaming by a few
committee members. The park already had a name, it was Alameda Park!

As for the name Chochenyo, it is also an important part of our history. At the far Western shore of our City is a
federal Wildlife refuge that eventually will be restored to it’s natural state. This area could and should be named
Chochenyo as it represents the way the land existed when they first migrated to this area.



From: Victoria Felix
To: City Clerk
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Park name
Date: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 6:56:01 PM

Hello,

Please approve the renaming of the Jackson Park to Chochenyo Park.
As a member of the Pit River Nation/Ajumawi band from Northern California, we join in
agreement on the honoring of our fellow indigenous members.

This will show honor to native people and begin the reconciliation and healing process.

Thank you,

Lisa Gali



From: mcgavin_ted@comcast.net
To: Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft; Malia Vella; John Knox White; Tony Daysog; Trish Spencer
c: Manager Manager; City Clerk
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Alameda City Council Meeting 01/19/2021; Agenda Item #6-A
Date: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 6:47:29 PM

Ted McGavin
mcgavin_ted@comcast.net
 



From: K Welch
To: City Clerk
c: John Knox White; Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft; Malia Vella; Tony Daysog; Trish Spencer
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Rename Former Jackson Park to Chochenyo Park
Date: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 6:00:54 PM

Dear Councilmembers,

My name is Kristin Welch and I am a resident of Alameda. I am writing to ask that you please
vote Yes on item 6-A and vote to rename former Jackson Park to be Chochenyo Park per the
recommendation of the Alameda Recreation and Parks Commission.

Renaming former Jackson Park to be Chochenyo Park provides an opportunity for parents like
me to teach my children about an inclusive history of indigineous peoples, specifically the
Chochenyo division of the Ohlone Tribe. At the same time, it will send a clear message of
repudiation of slave owner Andrew Jackson and his genocidal involvement and theft of
Indigenous peoples' land. It is time for Alamedans to face our history and to remove racist
symbols from our city's public places.

Thank you,
Kristin Welch
Alameda Resident



From: HOYT FAY
To: City Clerk
c: Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft; John Knox White; Malia Vella; Tony Daysog; tspencer@alamedaca.go
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Rename Jackson Park to Chochenyo Park
Date: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 5:19:10 PM

Dear Councilmembers,

My name is Hoyt Fay and I am a resident of Alameda. I am writing to ask that you
please vote for Option 1 on item 6-A on the 1/19/2021 agenda.

Rename Former Jackson Park to Chochenyo Park per the recommendation of the
Recreation & Parks Commission.

Renaming Jackson Park to Chochenyo Park presents an opportunity for education
about an inclusive history of the original peoples of this land. This new name offers a
clear repudiation of Andrew Jackson, his enslavement of African-Americans, and his
involvement in the genocide of Indigenous peoples and theft of their land. This name
is a gesture towards redressing the harm of the former name.

Thank you,

Hoyt Fay

Alameda Resident

Get Outlook for iOS



From: Savanna Cheer
To: Tony Daysog; Trish Spencer; Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft; Malia Vella; John Knox White
c: Manager Manager; City Clerk; Lara Weisiger
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Public Comment on item 6-A for the 1/19 meeting
Date: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 5:08:12 PM

Hello,

I would like to voice my support for adopting the name Chochenyo Park for the park formerly
known as Jackson Park. Please vote to adopt that name as a minimum first step towards
rematriation and honoring the stolen land that we all live on. Alameda has the opportunity,
with this renaming, to adopt a principled and respectful process towards naming public spaces.
I'm looking forward to our city examining all public spaces in Alameda to see what
opportunities we have to address the wrongdoings of the past.

Thank you,
Savanna Cheer



From: Erin Ransburg
To: City Clerk
c: Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft; John Knox White; Malia Vella; Tony Daysog; tspencer@alamedaca.go
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Rename Jackson Park to Chochenyo Park
Date: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 5:06:23 PM

Dear Councilmembers,

My name is rin Ransburg and I am a resident of Alameda. I am writing to ask that
you please vote for Option 1 on item 6-A on the 1/19/2021 agenda.

Rename Former Jackson Park to Chochenyo Park per the recommendation of the
Recreation & Parks Commission.

Renaming Jackson Park to Chochenyo Park presents an opportunity for education
about an inclusive history of the original peoples of this land. This new name offers a
clear repudiation of Andrew Jackson, his enslavement of African-Americans, and his
involvement in the genocide of Indigenous peoples and theft of their land. This name
is a gesture towards redressing the harm of the former name.

Thank you,

rin Ransburg

Alameda Resident



From: David Greene
To: Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft; Tony Daysog; Malia Vella; John Knox White; Jim Oddie; City Clerk; Andrew Thomas;

Manager Manager; Trish Spencer
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Jackson Park Proposed Renaming
Date: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 5:05:58 PM

City council is to reflect the desires of the community.  If this can't even be done on such a
simple and non-consequential matter as a park name, then why even have a community?

No change of the name is desired.  However, if change is imminent, "Alameda Park" as per
polling is the name that should be applied.

Hoping to retain a thread of hope in council members and citizen representation,
Dave Greene
Alameda Resident



From: Amy Wooldridge
To: Lara Weisiger
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Agenda item 6-A Renaming Jackson Park
Date: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 4:53:06 PM

 
 
Amy Wooldridge
Recreation and Parks Director
2226 Santa Clara Avenue, Alameda, CA 94501
(510) 747-7570
awooldridge@alamedaca.gov
www.alamedaca.gov/recreation
 
From: The Mannings [mailto:maryandjim.manning@gmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 3:20 PM
To: Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft <MEzzyAshcraft@alamedaca.gov>; John Knox White
<JknoxWhite@alamedaca.gov>; Malia Vella <MVella@alamedaca.gov>; tdaysog@alamedaca.com;
Trish Spencer <tspencer@alamedaca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Agenda item 6-A Renaming Jackson Park

Dear Council members,

I am in favor of the Park Commission recommendation of Chochenyo Park as the new name.

I am not in favor of the joint name Alameda Chochenyo Park.  I feel it is a dilution, not a
compromise.  Reverse the words.  Say "Chochenyo Alameda Park," and I think you will see
what I mean.

If the Council insists on a joint name, it should be Chochenyo Alameda Park.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Mary Manning
1167 Park Ave, Alameda, CA 94501



From: ps4man@comcast.net
To: Lara Weisiger
Subject: [EXTERNAL] FW: Item 6A on Jan 19 Agenda Please place in correspondence file for this item.
Date: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 4:48:47 PM
ttac me t : We sent you safe versions of your files.msg

Epstein v Hollywood Entertainment Dist II Business Improvement Dist.pdf
Californians Aware v Joint LaborManagement Benefits Committee.pdf
International Longshoremens and Warehousemens Union v Los Angeles Export Termina.pdf

 
 

From: ps4man@comcast.net <ps4man@comcast.net> 
Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 4:46 PM
To: Marilyn Ashcraft <mezzyashcraft@alamedaca.gov>; Malia Vella <mvella@alamedaca.gov>; John
Knox White <jknoxwhite@alamedaca.gov>; 'tony_daysog@alum.berkeley.edu'
<tony_daysog@alum.berkeley.edu>; 'tspencer@alamedaca.gov' <tspencer@alamedaca.gov>
Cc: 'Eric Levitt' <elevitt@alamedaca.gov>; 'yshen@alamedacityattorney.org'
<yshen@alamedacityattorney.org>
Subject: Item 6A on Jan 19 Agenda
 
Dear Mayor Ashcraft and Council Members:
 
It has been brought to my attention that there may be public comment on Item 6A that asserts that
the park naming citizens committee has violated our Sunshine Ordinance and the Brown Act by
failing to follow the transparency requirements of notice and public participation applicable to
“policy bodies” as defined by the Ordinance. There are multiple definitions of the term in Sec. 2-91.1
(d) of the Ordinance, the pertinent one here being Sub-sec (d) (4) which defines it as “any
committee or body, created by the initiative of a policy body as a whole;”.
 
The Park and Recreation Commission is a policy body. On July 9, its action of appointing a sub-
committee of two Commission Members to establish a citizen’s committee renders that citizens
committee a body “created” by the Commission, regardless of the fact that the committee members
were appointed by the sub-committee.
 
A similar process was used by City Council in directing the City Manager to appoint a Citizens
committee on police reform. In both instances these actions were designed to avoid the
requirements of both our Sunshine Ordinance and the Brown Act requiring public notice and
participation in meetings of these two citizens committees. I do not think that these laws were
intended to allow local government bodies to avoid transparency requirements by the simple means
of delegating the appointment of committee members to a third party.
 
As an aid to you and the City Attorney, I attach the cases which I think clearly support this view.
Unless the City Attorney can convince me otherwise I will likely challenge these actions pursuant to
the sunshine Ordinance and/or Brown Act.
 



Paul S Foreman
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87 Cal.App.4th 862
Court of Appeal, Second District, Division 3, 

California.

Aaron EPSTEIN, Plaintiff and Appellant,
v.

HOLLYWOOD ENTERTAINMENT 
DISTRICT II BUSINESS 

IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT, et al., 
Defendants and Respondents.

No. B134256.
|

March 8, 2001.
|

Review Denied June 13, 2001.
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From: Rasheed El Shabazz
To: City Clerk; Amy Wooldridge
c: Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Embrace Chochenyo Park
Date: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 2:34:25 PM

Educated Alamedans about Andrew Jackson

Engaged Black Artists in Public Art:

Challenged Local Historical Mythology: 

Alameda Sun



Honored Our Past and Present:

Initiated a New Relationship with the Ohlone: 

Rasheed Shabazz

Alameda Sun





https://laurendo.wordpress.com/2021/01/12/this-is-alameda/



From: Austin Tam
To: City Clerk
c: Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft; John Knox White; Malia Vella; Tony Daysog; Trish Spencer
Subject: [EXTERNAL] ***Please rename Former Jackson Park to Chochenyo Park***
Date: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 2:28:25 PM

TO clerk alamedaca.gov

CC  Marilyn y Ashcraft me yashcraft alamedaca.gov , John no  hite 
kno white alamedaca.gov , ice-Mayor Malia ella mvella alamedaca.gov ,

Tony Daysog tdaysog alamedaca.gov , Trish Herrera pencer 
tspencer alamedaca.gov .

T MP AT

ub ect ine uggestion  Rename Former Jackson Park to Chochenyo Park

Dear Councilmembers,

My name is Austin Tam and I am a resident of Alameda . I am writing to ask that you 
please vote for Option 1 on item 6-A on the 1/19//2021 agenda. Rename Former 
Jackson Park to Chochenyo Park per the recommendation of the Recreation & Parks 
Commission

Renaming Jackson Park to Chochenyo Park presents an opportunity for education 
about an inclusive history of the original peoples of this place. This new name offers a 
clear repudiation of Andrew Jackson, his enslavement of African-Americans, and his 
involvement in the genocide of Indigenous peoples and theft of their land. This name 
is a gesture towards redressing the harm of the former name.

Thank you,

Austin Tam

Alameda Resident



From: Helen Simpson
To: City Clerk
c: Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft; John Knox White; Malia Vella; Tony Daysog; Trish Spencer
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Jackson Park - January 19, 2021 - Item 6A
Date: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 2:25:51 PM

Dear Mayor and Council Members.
 
I am opposed to the City Council voting to re-name Jackson Park to Chochenyo.  The
residents of Alameda should have more involvement on the naming of the park,
other than the 625 that responded to one survey over the Thanksgiving week.  On
January 19, 2021, the Council Members should vote on extending the renaming of
the park to hear more from the community; vote to keep the name Jackson Park or
vote on naming the park its original name “Alameda Park” grove of trees. 
 
On December 10, 2020, I watched, via Zoom, the Recreation and Parks Commission
voted on renaming Jackson Park to Chochenyo Park.  I was confused and concerned
on how the commission voted on the name of Chochenyo Park.    First, the list from
the sub-committee submitted to the commission, only contained four names of the
finalists, which were (1) Ohlone, (2) Chochenyo, (3) Mabel Tatum and (4) Justice
and the name the commission voted on is Chochenyo.  When, in fact, the list should
have been:   (1) Alameda, (2) Ohlone, (3)  Peace and (4) Justice.  Two of the four
names voted on by the residence of Alameda (625 of approximately 80,000) made
the final four list.
 
There was a petition signed to re-name Jackson Park.  The petition received a little
over 1,200 signatures, which approximately 175 of the signatures were from
outside of Alameda, and some of the votes were from outside of California. 
 

There was a five-day survey conducted by the Rec & Parks from November 23rd

through November 27th, the week of Thanksgiving, when people were preparing for
the holiday.  There were 625 individuals whom participate in the survey.  Only 625
individuals, out of an estimated 80,000 residence, participated in the survey.  That
should be a red flag. The 625 that participated in the survey is a little over half the
people (1,200) whom signed the petition to remove the name “Jackson Park.”
 
Out of the 625 votes, the number one choice, at 61.44% 384 votes, to rename



Jackson Park to Alameda Park.  Chochenyo was voted as the fifth choice at 18.60%
with 115 votes.  Chochenyo Park should not have been on the sub-committee’s top
4 names.  During the meeting, the sub-committee indicated that “Alameda Park”
did not meet its criteria and, therefore, it was removed from the list, even though it
was the most popular through the voting by residence of Alameda.    
 
It is interesting to see in the poll voted by 625 residents was to name the park
“Alameda Park” and yet that is not what is being considered.  If a poll is conducted,
shouldn’t that information have more weight than what is being considered?  Thank
you for your consideration.

Helen Simpson



From: Lorin Laiacona Salem
To: City Clerk
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for Chochenyo Park
Date: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 2:07:26 PM

I am writing in support of renaming the former Jackson Park to be Chochenyo Park. The
Recreation & Parks Commission did excellent work in picking and recommending this name. I
think it is an excellent choice.

Thank you,
Lorin Salem
Alameda Resident



From: Zac Bowling
To: City Clerk
c: Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft; John Knox White; Malia Vella; Tony Daysog; Trish Spencer
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Public comment for Item 6-A: In support of renaming Jackson Park to Chochenyo Park.
Date: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 1:06:38 PM

Dear mayor and councilmembers,

I writing to ask you to accept the commission's recommendation and support the renaming of
the park formed called Jackson Park to Chochenyo Park.

Let's work to continue to shed Alameda of all of its past honers and monuments to racists
including like we did with Henry Haight and now Andrew Jackson. Let's work to remove the
racist separatist John C. Calhoon from the list of street names, and rename Godfrey Park away
from our former mayor, Milton Godfrey, who publicly worked to try to prevent African
Americans from living in Alameda in the 1940s.

Thank you,

Zac Bowling
Alameda Resident



From: meresa
To: John Knox White; Malia Vella; Tony Daysog; Trish Spencer; City Clerk; Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Item 6-A
Date: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 12:08:21 PM

Dear Councilmembers,

My name is Meresa and I am a resident of
Alameda. I am writing to ask that you please
vote for Option 1 on item 6-A on the
1/19//2021 agenda. Rename Former Jackson
Park to Chochenyo Park per the
recommendation of the Recreation & Parks
Commission

Renaming Jackson Park to Chochenyo Park
presents an opportunity for education about
an inclusive history of the original peoples of
this place. This new name offers a clear
repudiation of Andrew Jackson, his
enslavement of African-Americans, and his
involvement in the genocide of Indigenous
peoples and theft of their land. This name is a
gesture towards redressing the harm of the
former name.

Thank you,



From: Jennifer Rakowski
To: City Clerk
c: Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft; John Knox White; Malia Vella; Tony Daysog; Trish Spencer
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Chochenyo Park
Date: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 11:17:11 AM

I want to voice my strong support for the renaming of the park, Chochenyo Park.

I want to publicly thank the City Council members who voted
unanimously to de-name the park. I am appreciative of APRD and all the
community advisory members for a thoughtful selection process. Alameda
residents got the chance to submit over 150 name ideas for the park,
myself included. The City collaborated with Rhythmix Cultural Works on
Creating Our Future, a public art installation at the sight of the old
sign, bringing art into public space when it is so desperately needed.
The de-naming of the park was in large part responsible for inspiring
the Alameda Week of Remembrance  for lives lost to Covid 19 centered
around the memorial tree in the park last October. I think the city
has crafted a thoughtful and transparent renaming process that has
enriched my life and deepens my feeling of connection to city parks
and land.

I could not be happier with the  name Chochenyo Park to honor the
voice and the language of the Indigenous Ohlone people of Lisjan. As a
white person, it has encouraged me to dig deeper into my own family
history in the forced removal of indigenous people from their
homeland. Justice requires honest reckoning with our own complacency.

Honoring voice and language also provides a important counter note to
the bench honoring "dumb friends" The bench reference is to the
muteness of animals but uses historical terminology that has also
shaped people's prejudices of other people.

I believe Chochenyo Park, a park centuries in the making, has found
new vitality and meaning. By affirming this name, we are encouraging
healing and equity. With this name we can celebrate a park that is
welcoming and enriching for all.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Rakowski



From: Lilianna Cordero
To: City Clerk
c: Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft; John Knox White; Malia Vella; Tony Daysog; Trish Spencer
Subject: [EXTERNAL] 6-A Vote, Chochenyo Park
Date: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 10:25:52 AM

Dear Councilmembers,

My name is Lilianna Cordero and Alameda is my hometown. I continue to follow the
activities of our council and know that tonight, you will be voting to finally rename Jackson
Park. From the current list of the top ten choices, I would ask you to vote for Chochenyo Park.
Naming this space in honor of the language of the Lisjan Ohlone peoples acknowledges both
the fact that our city is occupied land and the linguistic erasure that occupation has
exacerbated.

I am sure you all feel the truth: that this is a challenging time for our city, and our nation. In
my heart, I try to hold onto hope. When I was a young girl scout, I had the honor of
performing the flag ceremony at the inauguration of our city's first female mayor. In that
moment, I felt change under my feet; and to me, that feeling of change, of progress, is my
feeling of "home."

I know you all work so hard to make Alameda a place where everyone feels heard and
welcomed. Thank you for giving this and all our local matters the due attention and care they
deserve.

Kind regards,
 Lily

--
Lilianna Cordero
Educator | Historian | Editor
lily.e.cordero@gmail.com



From: Erin Odenweller
To: City Clerk
c: John Knox White; Malia Vella; Tony Daysog; Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft; Trish Spencer
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Rename it! Jackson Park -> Chochenyo Park
Date: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 9:52:30 AM



From: Ginger Lua
To: City Clerk
c: Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft; John Knox White; Malia Vella; Tony Daysog; Trish Spencer
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Vote for Chochenyo Park on 6-A
Date: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 9:38:00 AM



From: johnsen cyndy
To: City Clerk
c: Amy Wooldridge; Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft; Malia Vella; Tony Daysog; Trish Spencer; John Knox White
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Item 6-A: Chochenyo Park
Date: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 9:05:59 AM



From: Isabel Sullivan
To: City Clerk
c: Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft; John Knox White; Malia Vella; Tony Daysog; Trish Spencer
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Remame Former Jackson Park to Chochenyo Park
Date: Monday, January 18, 2021 7:30:26 PM



From: Andy Murdock
To: City Clerk
c: Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft; John Knox White; Malia Vella; Tony Daysog; Trish Spencer
Subject: [EXTERNAL] In Support of the Renaming of Jackson Park to Chochenyo Park
Date: Monday, January 18, 2021 3:06:03 PM

Dear Councilmembers,

My name is Andy Murdock and I am a resident of Alameda and frequent user of the former
Jackson Park with my family. I am writing to ask that you please support the recommendation
of the Recreation & Parks Commission to rename the former Jackson Park to Chochenyo Park
(item 6-A on the January 19, 2021 agenda).

As part of the renaming process, I wrote in to recommend that the City should consider a
Native American name, since that important part of Alameda's history is poorly represented in
our city's place names. Chochenyo is a wonderful choice. With Andrew Jackson's record of
grievous harm to Indigenous peoples and theft of their land, this name would be a strong
symbolic rejection of his actions and worldview.

As a resident of Calhoun St., a name with its own historical baggage, I hope this is a first step
in updating Alameda's place names to honor the spirit of the city we live in today. I'm all in
favor of honoring our past, but times change, and who we choose to honor is a reflection of
who we are and who we want to be. 

My daughter, who is 10, was thrilled to learn of the coming name change and it proved to be a
great educational opportunity to discuss American history. She's not old enough to vote, but
she also sends a big thumbs up for the name "Chochenyo Park."

Thank you for your consideration,

Andy Murdock
2814 Calhoun St.,
Alameda, CA 94501
andymurdock@gmail.com
@andy_murdock



From: Ezra Denney
To: Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft; Malia Vella; City Clerk; John Knox White; Tony Daysog; Trish Spencer
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Chochenyo Park
Date: Monday, January 18, 2021 1:58:22 PM

Hello,

I write to urge the council to approve the recommendation of the Recreation & Parks
Commission to rename Jackson Park Chochenyo Park.

We have an opportunity to take a small restorative step in recognizing that we live on stolen
land. Honoring the Ohlone first nation with a park that recognizes whose land it is built upon
is almost literally the least we can do.

There is a beautiful irony in removing the name of the oppressor responsible for so much
tragedy among first nation communities, and replacing it with a symbol acknowledging those
he sought to oppress.

Let this park be an educational opportunity for all Islanders to learn about the Ohlone, and the
land we took from them.

Please, demonstrate that everyone belongs here, and hatred has no place on our Island by
approving the new name of the park.

Thank you,

Ezra Denney



From: Drew Dara-Abrams
To: City Clerk
c: Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft; John Knox White; Malia Vella; Tony Daysog; Trish Spencer
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Rename former Jackson Park to Chochenyo Park
Date: Monday, January 18, 2021 1:20:04 PM

Dear Mayor, Vice Mayor, and Councilmembers,

I'm writing in as an Alameda resident to encourage you to adopt Chochenyo Park as the new
name for the park formerly known as Jackson Park.

My kids and I often walk past the park on our way to and from Park St. It's a pleasant place.
The former name was less than pleasant. As a city we pick who and what we remember, and
Andrew Jackson does not seem either locally relevant or the most appropriate example of
qualities we'd like to honor in 2021.

It's been encouraging to see this community engagement process proceed over the past few
years and months. We've only had time to participate occasionally, dialing into a few phone
calls led by the ever-intrepid Rasheed Shabazz, completing ARPD surveys, having a look at
the new displays and signage, and filling out some of the made-for-kids coloring sheets. We've
appreciated being able to join in occasionally and to also see a much more thorough process
happen with the Park Renaming Committee.

The depth and breath of this overall engagement process is a very positive sign. It's great to
even see stakeholders reaching out to modern-day representatives of Ohlone groups. That's a
sign that not only is there value in the actual name that's attached to a place like this park,
there's also value in having these opportunities to reconsider their names. There's certainly a
place for disagreement within this overall process, and I appreciate seeing that this overall
process has provided positive ways to channel constructive debate.

Thanks to the volunteers and city staffers who have been supporting this process. Please now
take the final step of approving their recommendation of Chochenyo Park.

Sincerely,
Drew Dara-Abrams
Calhoun St.



From: Rosemary Jordan
To: City Clerk
c: Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft; John Knox White; Malia Vella; Tony Daysog; Trish Spencer
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please Rename Former Jackson Park to Chochenyo Park
Date: Monday, January 18, 2021 8:55:26 AM

Council Members

My name is Rosemary Jordan and I am a long-time resident, public health 
professional and park enthusiast here in Alameda. I am writing to ask that you please 
vote for Option 1 on item 6-A on the 1/1//2021 agenda. This action would rename 
Former Jackson Park to Chochenyo Park per the recommendation of the Recreation & 
Parks Commission

Renaming Jackson Park to Chochenyo Park presents an opportunity for learning and 
for healing. As a public health professional, I ve studied the harm that hundreds of 
years of white supremacy have caused and I believe it is our collective responsibility to 
act to address this harm and promote well-being. In the specific case of Andrew 
Jackson, it is acknowledged by historians that he literally constructed bridle reins 
from the strips of skin of deceased indigenous people - other acts are so appalling that 
I cannot write them. This is not even close - this guy was awful and there is ero 
reason we should continue to celebrate him with his name on a prime spot of public 
recreation.

Renaming this park is a public health imperative - taking on a bolder and more 
comprehensive Truth and Reconciliation pro ect is something I d like to see local 
electeds take seriously and champion going forward.

Thank you,

Rosemary C. Jordan

Alameda Resident



From: Laura Gamble
To: City Clerk
c: Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft; John Knox White; Malia Vella
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Rename Former Jackson Park to Chochenyo Park
Date: Sunday, January 17, 2021 4:28:52 PM

Hello Alameda City Councilmembers,



From: Josh Geyer
To: City Clerk
c: Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft; John Knox White; Malia Vella; Tony Daysog; Trish Spencer
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Adopt the name Chochenyo Park
Date: Sunday, January 17, 2021 3:56:28 PM



From: Kristan LaVietes
To: City Clerk
c: Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft; John Knox White; Malia Vella; Tony Daysog; Trish Spencer
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Renaming the Park Formerly Known as Jackson Park to Chochenyo Park
Date: Sunday, January 17, 2021 3:51:49 PM

My name is Kristan LaVietes, and I am a resident of Alameda. I am writing in support of the
Alameda Recreation & Parks Commission's recommendation to rename the park formerly
known as Jackson Park to Chochenyo Park. I hope you will all vote in favor of the
Commission's recommendation at Tuesday's (Jan. 19, 2021) City Council meeting.

Alameda has a reputation around the Bay Area as being an especially unwelcoming place to
the Black people, Indigenous people, and People of Color who call this island Home and who
visit. That reputation has been earned over and over again.

Changing the name of a park in a prominent location from one that honors an enslaver, to one
that instead honors the first people to settle on this land, their way of life, and the harm they
endured here in history is the right thing to do. And it is one of many steps Alameda must
continue taking to change its reputation and its reality, and to confront some of the painful
experiences that have earned it the dishonor of being known as--of, in fact, being--a city
antithetical to a genuine sense of belonging.

I applaud the Recreation & Parks Commission's highly visible and lengthy campaign to
involve the community in this renaming effort, and I look forward to visiting Chochenyo Park
with my family.

Thank you,
Kristan LaVietes
3273 Adams St.
Alameda
310/430.2568
kristan.lavietes@gmail.com



From: gaylon parsons
To: City Clerk
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Item 6-A, vote yes for Chochenyo Park
Date: Sunday, January 17, 2021 3:47:56 PM

Dear mayor and city council,

I  writing to ask you to accept the unanimous recommendation of the parks commission to
adopt Chochenyo Park as the new name of the park formerly named Jackson Park. Please vote
yes on Item 6-A.

No place name is permanent, and the selected name communicates to the community that we
understand: 1) Andrew Jackson was a slaver and "Indian Killer," and we should not honor him
with a park name, 2) the history of our island and region did not begin during the settler era,
and 3) the Ohlone are still here. With this name, Alameda takes the first step toward being in
right relationship with them.

Thank you,
Gaylon Parsons
Alameda resident



From: Dorinda von Stroheim
To: City Clerk
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Chochenyo Park
Date: Thursday, January 14, 2021 5:12:24 PM

Dear City Council,

On January 16th please choose to rename the former Jackson Park to 
Chochenyo Park. Jackson Park was named after President Andrew Jackson who 
was a slave holder and was responsible for the forced relocation and death of 
thousands of Native Americans. Parks are important public spaces, their names 
have impact, and should represent the values of the community. Officially name 
the park 'Chochenyo' after the Ohlone people that inhabited and cared for our 
local lands. 

Thank you,

Dorinda von Stroheim

Alameda Resident



From: Meg Gudgeirsson
To: City Clerk
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Renaming Jackson Park
Date: Thursday, January 14, 2021 1:40:44 PM

Hello,

I am emailing in support of renaming Jackson Park to Chochenyo Park.

Thank you,
Meg Gudgeirsson
1827 Stanton St.
Alameda



From: John Carnwath
To: City Clerk
c: Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft; John Knox White; Malia Vella; Tony Daysog; Trish Spencer
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Chochenyo Park
Date: Wednesday, January 13, 2021 10:55:22 PM



From: Stephanie Green
To: City Clerk
c: Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft; John Knox White; Malia Vella; Tony Daysog; Trish Spencer
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Rename Former Jackson Park to Chochenyo Park
Date: Wednesday, January 13, 2021 8:04:20 PM

Dear Councilmembers,
 
My name is Stephanie Green and I am a resident of Alameda. I am writing to ask that you
please vote for Option 1 on item 6-A on the 1/19/2021 agenda. Rename Former Jackson Park
to Chochenyo Park per the recommendation of the Recreation & Parks Commission.
 
Renaming Jackson Park to Chochenyo Park presents an opportunity for education about an
inclusive history of the original peoples of this place. This new name offers a clear repudiation
of Andrew Jackson, his enslavement of African-Americans, and his involvement in the
genocide of Indigenous peoples and theft of their land. This name is a gesture towards
redressing the harm of the former name.
 
Thank you,
Stephanie Green
Alameda Resident



From: Amy Wooldridge
To: Lara Weisiger
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Jackson Park Rename
Date: Wednesday, January 13, 2021 2:03:51 PM

Public comment below for Item 6-A
 
Amy Wooldridge
Recreation and Parks Director
2226 Santa Clara Avenue, Alameda, CA 94501
(510) 747-7570
awooldridge@alamedaca.gov
www.alamedaca.gov/recreation
 
From: Laura Meith [mailto:lmeith@gmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2021 4:11 PM
To: Amy Wooldridge <AWooldridge@alamedaca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Jackson Park Rename

Ms. Wooldridge,

We have lived on Park Avenue, mid park for over 14 years. I am pleased to see Jackson Park's
name removed however, ANY person's name could be affiliated with something not preferable
as no human, especially over the course of time, has been perfect. I would love to see it
returned to his original name, Alameda Park. It's the oldest park in Alameda and a special one
with its greenery and manicured lawn for a proper frolic or pleasant picnic. I'm pleased to see
that the playground is not there which is NOT what our park needs at all. We are surrounded
by playgrounds less than one mile from here, we don't need another one. Isn't it nice to have a
park for all people and not just what's easiest for kids.

Thank you for your time and consideration,
Laura
1226 Park Avenue

Laura Meith



From: Amy Wooldridge
To: Lara Weisiger
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Re: Chochenyo name for Park
Date: Wednesday, January 13, 2021 2:01:53 PM

Please see public comment below for Item 6-A.  Ms. Deetz requested in a separate email that this be
included under public comment.
 
Amy Wooldridge
Recreation and Parks Director
2226 Santa Clara Avenue, Alameda, CA 94501
(510) 747-7570
awooldridge@alamedaca.gov
www.alamedaca.gov/recreation
 

From: nanette deetz [mailto:nanettedeetz@comcast.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2021 4:31 PM
To: Amy Wooldridge <AWooldridge@alamedaca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Chochenyo name for Park





From: Serge Wilson
To: City Clerk
c: Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft; John Knox White; Malia Vella; Tony Daysog; Trish Spencer
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Jackson Park renaming
Date: Wednesday, January 13, 2021 9:03:06 AM

Hi

I've been living here 10+ years and have been a Bay Area resident for over 50 years.

Having a park named after Andrew Jackson was offensive, and it was a good move to get rid
of that name.

Chochenyo Park is a fine replacement - it has local roots, and it's good to remember that
there were people who lived here before colonization and ethnic cleansing.

It's not too terribly complicated.  Bad name out, suitable name in.  After the name change is
done, life goes on for everyone (see Love Elementary).

Thank you and good luck

Serge



From: Madeline Adams
To: City Clerk
c: John Knox White; Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft; Malia Vella; Tony Daysog; Trish Spencer
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Rename Former Jackson Park to Chochenyo Park
Date: Tuesday, January 12, 2021 2:15:57 PM

Thank you,
Madeline Sherwood



From: MollyA Mills
To: City Clerk
c: John Knox White; Malia Vella; Tony Daysog; Trish Spencer
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Rename Former Jackson Park to Chochenyo Park
Date: Tuesday, January 12, 2021 11:57:46 AM

Sent from my iPad



From: Amy Wooldridge
To: Lara Weisiger
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Re: Park name
Date: Tuesday, January 12, 2021 11:34:52 AM

Two public comments below for Item 6-A
 
Amy Wooldridge
Recreation and Parks Director
2226 Santa Clara Avenue, Alameda, CA 94501
(510) 747-7570
awooldridge@alamedaca.gov
www.alamedaca.gov/recreation
 

From: Gary Cates [mailto:glcbfd1967@gmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2021 11:23 AM
To: jacksonparkwatch@googlegroups.com
Cc: Amy Wooldridge <AWooldridge@alamedaca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Park name

Chochencho is a wonderful choice. Gary and Mary Ann Cates.

Sent from my iPhone

> On Jan 12, 2021, at 9:03 AM, Kaye Fitzsimons <rayandkaye@comcast.net> wrote:
>
> Dear Amy Wooldridge,
> I Reside on Park Ave. Of the names suggested for a new name for the park, I am in favor of
Chochenyo. It represents the first residents of our area for the first park in Alameda.
> Kaye Fitzsimons
>
> Sent from my iPhone
>
> -- 
> You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups
"jacksonparkwatch" group.
> To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to
jacksonparkwatch+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com.
> To view this discussion on the web visit
https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/jacksonparkwatch/BCB2CD38-A61A-4707-92EB-
6AF7B77C263E@comcast.net.



From: Philip James
To: City Clerk
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Communication in support of Item 6-A on January 19 Agenda
Date: Sunday, January 10, 2021 12:47:09 PM

Hello. My name is Philip James and I am a resident of Alameda. I am writing in in support of
ITem 6-A on the January 19, 2021 City Council Agenda, the Renaming of Former Jackson
Park Chochenyo Park.

As someone who lived on Park Ave, across from the Former Jackson Park, for many years,
now is the time to make sure that this piece of Alameda represents who we want to be as
Alamedans. I urge the City Council to vote in favor of the renaming.

Thank you for your time,
Philip James







City Council

City of Alameda

Meeting Agenda

City Hall, 2263 Santa Clara Avenue, Council
Chambers, 3rd Floor, Alameda CA 94501

7:00 PMTuesday, January 19, 2021

The closed session agenda was revised January 11, 2021 at 3:00 p.m. to add Item 3-D; 
January 12, 2021 at 4:00 p.m. to withdraw Item 3-C and change the time to 6:00 p.m. and 

January 12, 2021 at 5:15 p.m. to add Item 3-E and change the time to 5:45 p.m.

Due to Governor Executive Order N-29-20, Councilmembers can attend the meeting 
via teleconference.  The City allows public participation via Zoom.  

For information to assist with Zoom participation, please click: 
***********.alamedaca.gov/zoom

For Zoom meeting registration, please click: 
********alamedaca-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_n1aqfPTxRbu5t67c6CXg0A

For Telephone Participants:
Zoom Phone Number: 669-900-9128
Zoom Meeting ID: 850 5723 3488

Any requests for reasonable accommodations should be made by contacting the City 
Clerk’s office: clerk@alamedaca.gov or 510-747-4800.

City Hall will be NOT be open to the public during the meeting.

The Council may take action on any item listed in the agenda.

REVISED SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING - CLOSED SESSION - 5:45 P.M.

1 Roll Call - City Council

2 Public Comment on Closed Session Items - Anyone wishing to address the 
Council on closed session items may speak for 3 minutes per item

3 Adjournment to Closed Session to consider:

3-A 2021-555 CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION 
(Pursuant to Government Code § 54956.9)
CASE NAME: City of Alameda v. Union Pacific (Sweeney)
COURT:  Superior Court of the State of California, County of Alameda
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January 19, 2021City Council Meeting Agenda

CASE NUMBERS:  RG18921261

3-B 2021-561 CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - EXISTING LITIGATION 
(Pursuant to Government Code § 54956.9)
CASE NAME: Friends of Crab Cove v. Vella et al.
COURT:  Superior Court of the State of California, County of Alameda
CASE NUMBERS:  RG18933140
COURT: First District Court of Appeal
CASE NUMBERS: A159140 and A159608

3-C 2021-551 WITHDRAWN - CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY 
NEGOTIATORS (Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.8)
PROPERTY: Encinal Terminals, Located at 1521 Buena Vista Avenue 
(APN 072-0382-001,-002, and 72-0383-03), Alameda, CA 
CITY NEGOTIATORS: Gerry Beaudin, Assistant City Manager, 
Andrew Thomas, Planning and Building Director and Nanette Mocanu, 
Assistant Community Development Director 
NEGOTIATING PARTIES: City of Alameda and North Waterfront Cove, 
LLC 
UNDER NEGOTIATION: Price and terms - WILL NOT BE HEARD

3-D 2021-570 CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - EXISTING LITIGATION 
Requests for the City to participate as amicus in pending litigations: 
(Pursuant to Government Code § 54956.9)
Case Name: Apartment Association of Los Angeles County, Inc. v. 
City of Los Angeles et al.
Court: The United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit
Case Number:  20-56251

3-E 2021-578 CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - EXISTING LITIGATION 
(Pursuant to Government Code § 54956.9)
CASE NAME: Abdul Nevarez and Priscilla Nevarez v. City of Alameda
COURT:  United States District Court, Northern District of California
CASE NUMBER: 20-cv-8302

4 Announcement of Action Taken in Closed Session, if any

2021-611 January 19, 2021 Closed Session Announcement

Attachments: Announcement

5 Adjournment - City Council

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING - 7:00 P.M.

Pledge of Allegiance
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January 19, 2021City Council Meeting Agenda

1 Roll Call - City Council

2 Agenda Changes

3 Proclamations, Special Orders of the Day and Announcements - Limited to 15 
minutes

3-A 2021-554 Proclamation in Recognition of Alameda Rotary’s 100th Anniversary.  
(City Manager 2110)
Attachments: Proclamation

4 Oral Communications, Non-Agenda (Public Comment) - A limited number of 
speakers may address the Council regarding any matter not on the agenda; 
limited to 15 minutes; additional public comment addressed under Section 8

5 Consent Calendar - Items are routine and will be approved by one motion 
unless removal is requested by the Council or the public

5-A 2021-556 Minutes of the Special and Regular City Council Meetings Held on 
December 15, 2021.  (City Clerk)

5-B 2021-557 Bills for Ratification. (Finance)

Attachments: Bills for Ratification

5-C 2021-8245 Recommendation to Authorize the City Manager to Negotiate and 
Execute a Purchase Agreement, or in the Alternative a Lease 
Agreement, for a New Security Camera System from ICU 
Technologies for the Police Administration Building and Off-Site 
Property Storage Facilities in an Amount Not to Exceed $274,075.97.  
(Police 3116)
Attachments: Exhibit 1 - Purchase/Lease Proposal

Exhibit 2 - Scope of Work
Exhibit 3 - ICU Technologies GSA Contract Information

5-D 2021-511 Recommendation to Authorize the City Manager to Execute a Fourth 
Amendment to the Agreement with Nute Engineering for Engineering 
Design Services for Cyclic Sewer Rehabilitation Project, Phase 18, in 
an Amount Not to Exceed $411,500 for an Aggregate Amount Not to 
Exceed $1,556,321. (Public Works 602)
Attachments: Exhibit 1 - Original Agreement

Exhibit 2 - First Amendment
Exhibit 3 - Second Amendment
Exhibit 4 - Third Amendment
Exhibit 5 - Fourth Amendment
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January 19, 2021City Council Meeting Agenda

5-E 2021-515 Recommendation to Authorize the City Manager to Execute a Third 
Amendment to the Agreement with NBS for Administrative Services for 
Special Financing Districts in an Amount Not to Exceed $80,319 for an 
Aggregate Amount  Not to Exceed $146,158. (Public Works 279)
Attachments: Exhibit 1 - Original Contract

Exhibit 2 - First Amendment
Exhibit 3 - Second Amendment
Exhibit 4 - Third Amendment

5-F 2021-501 Recommendation to Expand the City’s Sick Leave Benefit Authorizing 
Use of Parental Leave and Increasing the Sick Leave Cap for 
Protected Leave to Care for a Family Member to 480 Hours.  (Human 
Resources 2510)

5-G 2021-502 Adoption of Resolution Amending the City of Alameda’s 
Employer/Employee Relations Resolution and Superseding the 
Following Resolutions: 7476, 7477, 7684 and 14894. (Human 
Resources 2510)
Attachments: Exhibit 1 - Resolution No. 7476

Exhibit 2 - Resolution No. 7477
Exhibit 3 - Resolution No. 7684
Exhibit 4 - Resolution No. 14894
Resolution

5-H 2021-8562 Adoption of Resolution Amending the Alameda City Employees’ 
Association (ACEA) Salary Schedule to Add the Classification of 
Police Records Specialist and Reclassifying the Four Intermediate 
Clerks in the Police Records Division to Police Records Specialist, 
Effective January 19, 2021. (Human Resources 2510)
Attachments: Exhibit 1 - ACEA Salary Schedule

Exhibit 2 - Police Records Specialist Specification
Exhibit 2 REVISED - Police Records Specialist 
Specification
Resolution

5-I 2021-8564 Adoption of Resolution Approving Tentative Map Tract 8534 and 
Density Bonus Application PLN19-0448 to Subdivide a 1.29-Acre 
Property into Twelve Lots Located at 2607 to 2619 Santa Clara Avenue 
and 1514 to 1518 Broadway. (Planning, Building and Transportation 
481001)
Attachments: Exhibit 1 - Density Bonus Application

Exhibit 2 - Tentative Map Tract 8534
Resolution
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January 19, 2021City Council Meeting Agenda

5-J 2021-8565 Recommendation to Authorize the City Manager to Execute an 
Agreement with Landscape Structures Inc. in an Amount Not to 
Exceed $285,862 for Construction of the Bayport Park Playground 
Project; and 
Adoption of Resolution Amending the Fiscal Year 2020-21 Capital 
Budget for the Playground Replacement Project (91621) by 
Appropriating an Additional $150,000: (1) a Donation from the 
Alameda Friends of the Parks Foundation in the Amount of $10,000, 
and (2) Fund Balance of the Bayport Park Municipal Services District 
03-1 in the Amount of $140,000. (Recreation 278)
Attachments: Exhibit 1 - Agreement

Exhibit 2 - Bayport Park Playground Design
Resolution

5-K 2021-505 Adoption of Resolution Amending Resolution No. 15728 Setting the 
2021 Regular City Council Meeting Dates.  (City Clerk 2210)
Attachments: Resolution

5-L 2021-552 Final Passage of Ordinance Authorizing the City Manager to Execute 
Lease Amendments for Rent Relief Programs to Rock Wall Winery 
and St. George Spirits through the Loan Conversion Assistance 
Program for Rent Relief in Response to the Covid-19 Pandemic. 
(Community Development 858)
Attachments: Lease Amendment - Rock Wall Winery

Lease Amendment - St. George Spirits

5-M 2021-553 Final Passage of Ordinance Amending the Zoning Map Designation for 
the Property at 2350 Fifth Street (APN 74-1356-23) from M-X, Mixed 
Use to R-4, Neighborhood Residential District to Facilitate Residential 
Use of the Property, as Recommended by the City Planning Board. 
(Planning, Building and Transportation 481005)

6 Regular Agenda Items

6-A 2021-504 Recommendation to Rename Former Jackson Park to Chochenyo 
Park. (Recreation 280)
Attachments: Exhibit 1 - Top 10 Names for Renaming Jackson Park

Exhibit 2 - Data from Community Forum and Survey
Exhibit 3 - 2016 Policy for Naming City Facilities
Presentation
Presentation - REVISED
Correspondence - Updated 1/19

6-B 2021-8337 Introduction of Ordinance Amending the Alameda Municipal Code by 
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January 19, 2021City Council Meeting Agenda

Amending Article XV (Rent Control, Limitations on Evictions and 
Relocation Payments to Certain Displaced Tenants) to Adopt and 
Incorporate Provisions Concerning Capital Improvement Plans (CIP) 
for Rental Units in the City of Alameda.  (Community Development 
265)
Attachments: Exhibit 1 - Existing CIP Policy

Exhibit 2 - CIP Table
Ordinance
Presentation
Correspondence - Updated 1-19

6-C 2021-8379 Adoption of Resolution Requiring a Project Stabilization Agreement for 
Certain Construction Projects. (City Manager) [Continued from 
January 19, 2021; Public Comment Closed]
Attachments: Resolution

Presentation
Correspondence
Correspondence from Mayor - Mission Bay PLA

7 City Manager Communications - Communications from City Manager

8 Oral Communications, Non-Agenda (Public Comment) - Speakers may 
address the Council regarding any matter not on the agenda

9 Council Referrals - Matters placed on the agenda by a Councilmember may be 
acted upon or scheduled as a future agenda item

9-A 2021-508 Consider Establishing a New Methodology by which the Number of 
Housing Units are Calculated for Parcels Zoned C-2-PD (Central 
Business District with Planned Development Overlay). (Councilmember 
Daysog) [Not heard on January 5 or 19, 2021]
Attachments: Presentation

Correspondence

9-B 2021-522 Consider Directing Staff to Provide a Police Department Staffing and 
Crime Update.  (Councilmember Herrera Spencer) [Not heard on 
January 19, 2021]
Attachments: Correspondence - Updated 1/19

10 Council Communications - Councilmembers can address any matter not on 
the agenda, including reporting on conferences or meetings

11 Adjournment - City Council
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January 19, 2021City Council Meeting Agenda

• Please contact the City Clerk at 510-747-4800 or clerk@alamedaca.gov at least 48 hours prior 
to the meeting to any reasonable accommodation that may be necessary to participate in and 
enjoy the benefits of the meeting.
• Meeting Rules of Order are available at: 
***********.alamedaca.gov/Departments/City-Clerk/Key-Documents#section-2
• Translators and sign language interpreters will be available on request. Please contact the City 
Clerk at 510-747-4800 at least 72 hours prior to the meeting to request a translator or interpreter.
• Equipment for the hearing impaired is available for public use. For assistance, please contact 
the City Clerk at 510-747-4800 either prior to, or at, the Council meeting.
• Accessible seating for persons with disabilities, including those using wheelchairs, is available.
• Minutes of the meeting available in enlarged print.
• The meeting will be broadcast live on the City’s website: 
***********.alamedaca.gov/GOVERNMENT/Agendas-Minutes-Announcements
• Documents related to this agenda are available for public inspection and copying at of the 
Office of the City Clerk, 2263 Santa Clara Avenue, Room 380, during normal business hours.
• Sign up to receive agendas here: https://alameda.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx
• KNOW YOUR RIGHTS UNDER THE SUNSHINE ORDINANCE: Government’s duty is to 
serve the public, reaching its decisions in full view of the public. Commissions, boards, 
councils and other agencies of the City of Alameda exist to conduct the citizen of 
Alameda’s business. This ordinance assures that deliberations are conducted before the 
people and that City operations are open to the people’s review.
• FOR MORE INFORMATION ON YOUR RIGHTS UNDER THE SUNSHINE ORDINANCE OR 
TO REPORT A VIOLATION OF THE ORDINANCE, CONTACT THE OPEN GOVERNMENT 
COMMISSION: the address is 2263 Santa Clara Avenue, Room 380, Alameda, CA, 94501; 
phone number is 510-747-4800; fax number is 510-865-4048, e-mail address is 
lweisiger@alamedaca.gov and contact is Lara Weisiger, City Clerk.
• In order to assist the City’s efforts to accommodate persons with severe allergies, 
environmental illnesses, multiple chemical sensitivity or related disabilities, attendees at 
public meetings are reminded that other attendees may be sensitive to various chemical 
based products. Please help the City accommodate these individuals.
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From: ps4man@comcast.net
To: Lara Weisiger
Subject: [EXTERNAL] FW: Item 6A on Jan 19 Agenda
Date: Tuesday, February 2, 2021 2:53:14 PM
ttac me t : We sent you safe versions of your files.msg

Epstein v Hollywood Entertainment Dist II Business Improvement Dist.pdf
Californians Aware v Joint LaborManagement Benefits Committee.pdf
International Longshoremens and Warehousemens Union v Los Angeles Export Termina.pdf

Please file this to my Sunshine Ordinance Complaint v. City Council and the Recreation and Park
Commission.
 

From: ps4man@comcast.net <ps4man@comcast.net> 
Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 4:46 PM
To: Marilyn Ashcraft <mezzyashcraft@alamedaca.gov>; Malia Vella <mvella@alamedaca.gov>; John
Knox White <jknoxwhite@alamedaca.gov>; 'tony_daysog@alum.berkeley.edu'
<tony_daysog@alum.berkeley.edu>; 'tspencer@alamedaca.gov' <tspencer@alamedaca.gov>
Cc: 'Eric Levitt' <elevitt@alamedaca.gov>; 'yshen@alamedacityattorney.org'
<yshen@alamedacityattorney.org>
Subject: Item 6A on Jan 19 Agenda
 
Dear Mayor Ashcraft and Council Members:
 
It has been brought to my attention that there may be public comment on Item 6A that asserts that
the park naming citizens committee has violated our Sunshine Ordinance and the Brown Act by
failing to follow the transparency requirements of notice and public participation applicable to
“policy bodies” as defined by the Ordinance. There are multiple definitions of the term in Sec. 2-91.1
(d) of the Ordinance, the pertinent one here being Sub-sec (d) (4) which defines it as “any
committee or body, created by the initiative of a policy body as a whole;”.
 
The Park and Recreation Commission is a policy body. On July 9, its action of appointing a sub-
committee of two Commission Members to establish a citizen’s committee renders that citizens
committee a body “created” by the Commission, regardless of the fact that the committee members
were appointed by the sub-committee.
 
A similar process was used by City Council in directing the City Manager to appoint a Citizens
committee on police reform. In both instances these actions were designed to avoid the
requirements of both our Sunshine Ordinance and the Brown Act requiring public notice and
participation in meetings of these two citizens committees. I do not think that these laws were
intended to allow local government bodies to avoid transparency requirements by the simple means
of delegating the appointment of committee members to a third party.
 
As an aid to you and the City Attorney, I attach the cases which I think clearly support this view.
Unless the City Attorney can convince me otherwise I will likely challenge these actions pursuant to
the sunshine Ordinance and/or Brown Act.



 
Paul S Foreman
 
 
 
 
 



Epstein v. Hollywood Entertainment Dist. II Business..., 87 Cal.App.4th 862...
104 Cal.Rptr.2d 857, 2001 Daily Journal D.A.R. 2513
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87 Cal.App.4th 862
Court of Appeal, Second District, Division 3, 

California.

Aaron EPSTEIN, Plaintiff and Appellant,
v.

HOLLYWOOD ENTERTAINMENT 
DISTRICT II BUSINESS 

IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT, et al., 
Defendants and Respondents.

No. B134256.
|

March 8, 2001.
|

Review Denied June 13, 2001.

Synopsis

Attorneys and Law Firms

**858 *863

*864

**859

Opinion

International Longshoremen’s & 
Warehousemen’s Union v. Los Angeles Export Terminal, 
Inc.
International Longshoremen’s
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BACKGROUND3
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DISCUSSION

Public Policy Favors Conducting the Public’s 
Business in Open Meetings

*868 The Purpose Behind the Brown Act

Freedom Newspapers, Inc. 
v. Orange County Employees Retirement System

International Longshoremen’s, supra,

**862

International Longshoremen’s, supra,

International Longshoremen’s, supra,

legislative body

created

*869

International Longshoremen’s,

International Longshoremen’s, 
supra,
People ex rel. Lungren v. Superior Court

The POA’s Board of Directors Is a Legislative Body 
Within The Meaning of the Brown Act

The City Can Be Said to Have “Created” the POA 
Within the Meaning of the Brown Act

International Longshoremen’s,
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International Longshoreman’s.

International Longshoremen’s

**863

*870

International Longshoremen’s, supra,

Id.

The City “Was Involved in Bringing the POA into 
Existence” to Exercise Some Governmental Authority 
Over BID I, and BID II Was Just an Extension of BID I

created

International 
Longshoremen’s,

International Longshoremen’s, supra,

would
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public
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International **864 
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must

International 
Longshoremen’s and Warehousemen’s Union v. Los 
Angeles Export Terminal, Inc., supra,

*872

Plumbing, etc., 
Employers Council v. Quillin

People v. Jackson
disapproved on another ground, People v. 

Ashley

People v. 
Reese
disapproved on another ground, People v. Ashley
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City Retained the Authority to Overturn the POA’s 
Actions

International Longshoremen’s, 
supra,

International Longshoremen’s, supra,

must comply with 
the same laws and regulations as the public entity that is 
delegating its authority. International Longshoremen’s, 
supra,

There Is No Legal Reason to Exempt the POA from 
The Operation of the Brown Act

The “Unfairness” and “Interference with Business” 
Argument
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itself
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expressly

exempt

The “We Said We Didn’t ‘Create’ the POA, So You 
Can’t Decide We Did” Argument

McCarthy v. City of Manhattan Beach
Consaul v. City of San Diego

CONCLUSION
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200 Cal.App.4th 972
Court of Appeal, Second District, Division 5, 

California.

CALIFORNIANS AWARE et al., Plaintiffs 
and Appellants,

v.
JOINT LABOR/MANAGEMENT 
BENEFITS COMMITTEE et al., 
Defendants and Respondents.

No. B227558.
|

Nov. 10, 2011.
|

As Modified on Denial of Rehearing Nov. 28, 2011.

Synopsis
Background:

Holdings:

Attorneys and Law Firms
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**770

DISCUSSION

*978 A. Standard of Review

Caloca v. County of 
San Diego

Zubarau v. City of Palmdale

International Longshoremen’s and Warehousemen’s 
Union v. Los Angeles Export Terminal, Inc.

International 
Longshoremen’s

B. Relevant Statutes
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Epstein v. Hollywood 

Entertainment District II Bus. Improvement Dist.
Epstein

International Longshoremen’s, supra,
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McKee v. Los Angeles Interagency Metropolitan Police 
Apprehension Crime Task Force

*979

C. Application of Statutes

supra,

Id.

*980

**772

supra,

supra,

Freedom Newspapers, Inc. v. Orange County 
Employees Retirement System

Unger v. 
Superior Court

Meyer v. Board of Trustees
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From: ps4man@comcast.net
To: Lara Weisiger
Subject: [EXTERNAL] FW: Item 6-A Jan 19 Council Agenda
Date: Tuesday, February 2, 2021 2:54:09 PM

Please file this to my Sunshine Ordinance Complaint v. City Council and the Recreation and Park
Commission.
 

From: ps4man@comcast.net <ps4man@comcast.net> 
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2021 9:44 AM
To: 'Eric Levitt' <elevitt@alamedaca.gov>; 'Yibin Shen' <yshen@alamedacityattorney.org>
Subject: Item 6-A Jan 19 Council Agenda
 
Eric and Yben,
 
I want to further clarify my position on the proper definition of policy body. I am aware that Sec. 2-
91.1 (d) (6) exempts an ad hoc committee from the definition of a policy body and probably forms
the basis of your determination that the Jackson Park Renaming Committee is not a policy body. It is
my position that the ad hoc exemption is in violation of Section 94952 (b) of the Brown Act which
expressly includes temporary committees within the definition of a legislative body. This makes it
internally inconsistent with Sec. 2-91.1 (d) which states that “policy body” has the same meaning as
“legislative body” as defined in Section 94952 and with Sec. 2-91.3 which states that “In case of
inconsistent requirements under the Brown Act and this article, the requirement which would result
in greater or more expedited public access shall apply.”
 
Again, I am very open to dialogue with both of you to attempt to avoid a complaint if it can be
accomplished within the next week.
 
Paul



From: ps4man@comcast.net
To: Lara Weisiger
Subject: [EXTERNAL] FW: Item 6-A Jan 19 Council Agenda
Date: Tuesday, February 2, 2021 2:54:58 PM

Please file this to my Sunshine Ordinance Complaint v. City Council and the Recreation and Park
Commission.
 

From: ps4man@comcast.net <ps4man@comcast.net> 
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2021 9:46 AM
To: 'Eric Levitt' <elevitt@alamedaca.gov>; 'Yibin Shen' <yshen@alamedacityattorney.org>
Subject: FW: Item 6-A Jan 19 Council Agenda
 
Correction of typo. The Brown act Section is 54952.
 

From: ps4man@comcast.net <ps4man@comcast.net> 
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2021 9:44 AM
To: 'Eric Levitt' <elevitt@alamedaca.gov>; 'Yibin Shen' <yshen@alamedacityattorney.org>
Subject: Item 6-A Jan 19 Council Agenda
 
Eric and Yben,
 
I want to further clarify my position on the proper definition of policy body. I am aware that Sec. 2-
91.1 (d) (6) exempts an ad hoc committee from the definition of a policy body and probably forms
the basis of your determination that the Jackson Park Renaming Committee is not a policy body. It is
my position that the ad hoc exemption is in violation of Section 94952 (b) of the Brown Act which
expressly includes temporary committees within the definition of a legislative body. This makes it
internally inconsistent with Sec. 2-91.1 (d) which states that “policy body” has the same meaning as
“legislative body” as defined in Section 94952 and with Sec. 2-91.3 which states that “In case of
inconsistent requirements under the Brown Act and this article, the requirement which would result
in greater or more expedited public access shall apply.”
 
Again, I am very open to dialogue with both of you to attempt to avoid a complaint if it can be
accomplished within the next week.
 
Paul



From: ps4man@comcast.net
To: Lara Weisiger
Subject: [EXTERNAL] FW: Item 6-A Jan 19 Council Agenda
Date: Tuesday, February 2, 2021 2:55:38 PM

Please file this to my Sunshine Ordinance Complaint v. City Council and the Recreation and Park
Commission.
 

From: ps4man@comcast.net <ps4man@comcast.net> 
Sent: Tuesday, January 26, 2021 4:38 PM
To: 'Eric Levitt' <elevitt@alamedaca.gov>; 'Yibin Shen' <yshen@alamedacityattorney.org>
Subject: Item 6-A Jan 19 Council Agenda
 
Dear Eric and Yibin,
 
I have located yet another case which I think is very analogous to the present dispute. It is Frazer vs.
Dixon Unified School District, 18 Cal.App.4th 781 (1993). In that case parents disputed the District’s
approval of a new elementary reading curriculum. The District had a written Board policy for such
disputes that did not include a citizen committee. The Board directed the superintendent to conduct
a review of the parent’s complaints pursuant to said policy. The Superintendent determined to
establish and appoint members to two temporary committees to contain both staff and citizens, one
to review the curriculum and one to hear arguments for and against it.  Both committees met in
secret. 
 
The appellants claimed that these committees were “advisory committees” subject to the Brown Act
and that their closed meetings violated the Act. The District argued that the creation of the
committees was not “formal action” and that the committees were not “created” by the board
because the Superintendent chose the members. The Court held as follows:
 
“The issue under section 54952.3 is whether the Board “created” the advisory committee by some
type of “formal action.” We think the focus of our inquiry should first be on the authority under which
the advisory committee was created. In this case, we believe that authority originates with the Board
and not, as respondents imply, with the Superintendent. The next question is whether creation of the
Committee pursuant to a standing policy is sufficient to constitute “formal action” within the
meaning of section 54952.3. We believe that it is. The Brown Act applies to a wide variety of boards,
councils, commissions, committees and other multimember “legislative” bodies that govern
California’s cities, counties, school districts, and other local public agencies. (See §§ 54951, 54951.1,
54952, 54952.2, 54952.5.) Section 54952.3 clearly contemplates that many of these bodies will
establish “advisory committees” to assist with “examination of facts and data,” and that the
mechanisms by which such advisory bodies are created will be equally varied. We must give that
section a broad construction to prevent evasion. (Joiner v. City of Sebastopol, supra, 125 Cal.App.3d
at p. 805, fn. 5, 178 Cal.Rptr. 299.)
 
We believe that adoption of a formal, written policy calling for appointment of a committee to advise
the Superintendent and, in turn, the Board (with whom rests the final decision), whenever there is a
request for reconsideration of “controversial reading matter” is sufficiently similar to the types of



“formal action” listed in section 54952.3. Accordingly, allegations that the Review and Hearing
Committee were created pursuant to Board Policy 7138 were sufficient to bring those advisory bodies
within the coverage of the Brown Act, and allegations that members of the public (appellants) were
excluded from the meetings of these bodies were sufficient to state a cause of action for violation of
section 54953.15.” 
 
It is important to note that the definition of advisory committees as legislative bodies in sec. 54952.3
of the version of the Act reviewed by the Dixon court was:
 
“As used in this chapter “legislative body” also includes any advisory commission, advisory committee
or advisory body of a local agency, created by charter, ordinance, resolution, or by any similar formal
action of a legislative body or member of a legislative body of a local agency.”
 
The current definition of advisory committees as legislative bodies is found in sec. 54952 (b) and
states that “legislative bodies” includes:
 
“A commission, committee, board, or other body of a local agency, whether permanent or temporary,
decision making or advisory, created by charter, ordinance, resolution, or formal action of a
legislative body.”
 
Thus,  the current definition of “legislative body” is even more expansive than the definition
addressed by the Dixon court by explicitly including temporary bodies.
 
The facts concerning the establishment of the Jackson Park Renaming Committee present an even
stronger case that it is a legislative body than those presented in Dixon.  As in Dixon, the City has a
written policy for renaming City property which does not require the creation of a temporary
committee. However in Dixon there was no specific direction in the District policy or by the Board
that the superintendent form temporary committees. In the instant case, on July 9, 2020, there was
a formal motion adopted by the Recreation and Parks Commission directing a sub-committee “to
facilitate a diverse community committee which can include, residents living near the park, local
historians and other interested community members to rename Jackson Park.”
 
I hasten to advise you that I see the same analogy to Dixon in the action of City Council in creating
the Police Reform and Racial Justice Committees which will soon be presented to Council. I also
repeat my previous advice that I am not seeking a redo of the efforts of these volunteer citizens
committees, but I am seeking appropriate documentation from the City that it will cease and desist
from the above described process of attempting to shield temporary committees from the Brown
Act.
 
The documentation needs to include the amendment of the Sunshine Ordinance Section 2-91.1 (d)
(3) & (4) to define the word “created” to cover the formal action of any policy body that plays a part
in bringing another committee or body into existence. Also needed is the amendment of Sec. 2-91.1
(d) (6) to delete the exclusion of an ad hoc committee from the definition of a “policy body”(just
added in February of 2020), as such exclusion conflicts with Sec. 54952 (b) of the Brown Act which
includes temporary committees within the definition of legislative bodies.



 
Paul
 
 




