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Public Works Department   
City Hall West  
950 W Mall Square #110, Alameda, CA 94501  
www.alamedaca.gov/pwpermits 
pwpermits@alamedaca.gov 
(510)747-7930 

 

SIDEWALK VENDOR GUIDE 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

• A separate permit is required for each sidewalk vending facility. 
• The Applicant is the Owner of the sidewalk vending business. 
• City of Alameda Business License is required 
• General liability insurance is required 
• Annual permit renewal is required 

REQUIRED SUBMITTALS 

S1. Completed and signed Application Form 
S2. Indemnity and Hold Harmless Agreement  
S3. Sidewalk Vending Permit Insurance Agreement 
S4. Insurance Documents including:  

a. Certificate of Insurance 
b. Endorsements naming the City of Alameda as additional insured 

S5. City of Alameda Business License 
S6. Copy of California driver’s license or identification number, an individual taxpayer identification 

number, social security number, or other state-issued identification card. 
S7. A copy of a valid California Department of Tax and Fee Administration Seller’s Permit 
S8. For food vendors, a copy of a valid Mobile Food Facility Permit issued by Alameda County 

Department of Environmental Health. 
S9. Stationary Vendors: Provide a detailed site plan/map for your vending location 
S10. Mobile vendors: Provide your planned vending route. 

HOW TO APPLY 
A. Call Public Works to discuss permit requirements before starting your application. 

B. Review Alameda Municipal Code Section 6-63 City Sidewalk Vending Ordinance. 

C. Read all information on our website www.alamedaca.gov/pwpermits 

D. Obtain City of Alameda Business License.  

E. Obtain General Liability Insurance 

F. Obtain California Department of Tax and Fee Administration Seller’s Permit 

G. Review the submittal requirements and gather all documents 

H. Submit completed application and all submittal documents to pwpermits@alamedaca.gov 

FEES AND REVIEW TIME 

• $50 fee, one time 

• 30 days for review of a complete application. A complete application will have all 8-10 items listed 
in the required submittals. 

See Sample 
Insurance Documents 

http://www.alamedaca.gov/pwpermits
mailto:pwpermits@alamedaca.gov
http://www.alamedaca.gov/files/sharedassets/public/v/1/public-works/pwpermits/sidewalk-vending/sw-vend-app-2025-12-02.pdf
https://www.alamedaca.gov/files/sharedassets/public/v/1/public-works/pwpermits/indemnity-agreement.pdf
https://www.alamedaca.gov/files/sharedassets/public/v/1/public-works/pwpermits/sidewalk-vending/sw-vend-insurance-agreement-2025-12-02.pdf
https://www.alamedaca.gov/Departments/Finance/Business-License
https://cdtfa.ca.gov/taxes-and-fees/faqseller.htm
https://deh.acgov.org/operations/mff.page
https://library.municode.com/ca/alameda/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CHVIBUOCIN_ARTXXSIVE
http://www.alamedaca.gov/pwpermits
https://www.alamedaca.gov/Departments/Finance/Business-License
https://cdtfa.ca.gov/taxes-and-fees/faqseller.htm
mailto:pwpermits@alamedaca.gov
http://www.alamedaca.gov/files/sharedassets/public/v/1/public-works/pwpermits/sidewalk-vending/coi-sample-sw-vend.pdf
http://www.alamedaca.gov/files/sharedassets/public/v/1/public-works/pwpermits/sidewalk-vending/coi-sample-sw-vend.pdf
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CITY OF ALAMEDA SIDEWALK VENDING  
SUMMARY OF LOCATION RESTRICTIONS, HOURS OF 
OPERATION, PROHIBITED SALES 
 

The following is a summary of the location restrictions, hours of operation requirements and prohibited 
sales per Alameda Municipal Code (AMC) Section 6-63.9 and 6-63.10. If any discrepancies exist, the 
language in the AMC shall prevail. 

PROHIBITED LOCATIONS 

Sidewalk vending is prohibited in the following locations: 

1. City property that is not a right-of-way or public park. Sidewalk vending is prohibited in City-owned 
parking lots and City owned property at Alameda Point. 
 

2. Anywhere outside of a sidewalk or pedestrian path. Sidewalk vending is prohibited on any street, 
parking areas, medians, bicycle lanes, or shared bicycle-pedestrian paths.  
 

3. On any sidewalk or pedestrian path that results in an obstructed path of travel. A 48” minimum 
wide path of travel shall be maintained. 
 

4. Within 25 feet of any crosswalk or intersection. 
 

5. In any area that blocks traffic signals or signs. 
 

6. In any driveway or parking lot access, or within 3 feet of any driveway/parking lot access. 
 

7. Within 25 feet of any fire hydrant, fire call box, fire department connection, post indicator valves, 
or utility cabinets or equipment. 
 

8. Next to police station, fire station, or hospital with an emergency room, including within 10 feet of 
any vehicular access. 
 

9. Within 50 feet of any construction. 
 

10. Within 10 feet of a trash can, public art installation, bike rack or electrical vehicle charging station. 
 

11. Within 10 feet of a bus stop. 
 

12. Within 10 feet of an outdoor dining area for a restaurant during the business hours of the 
restaurant. 
 

13. Within 10 feet from the entrance or exit doorway to any building or an ATM machine. 
 

14. Within 200 feet any school drop off/pick up areas. 
 

15. Within 100 feet of any school campus while classes are in session, except during lunchtime when 
authorized by the school administrator. 
 

16. Within 200 feet of any farmers market or special event. 

https://library.municode.com/ca/alameda/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CHVIBUOCIN_ARTXXSIVE_6-63.9LOREHOOPRE
https://library.municode.com/ca/alameda/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CHVIBUOCIN_ARTXXSIVE_6-63.10PRSA
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17. Within Corica Park Golf Course. 

 
18. Thompson Avenue between High Street and Fernside Boulevard, on High Street and 

Fernside Boulevard between Garfield Avenue and Fairview Avenue, during the month of 
December on Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays, and from December 18 through December 
25, between the hours of 4:00 p.m. to 9:00 a.m. 

 

 

HOURS OF OPERATIONS - COMMERCIAL ZONES 

No sidewalk vendor shall operate between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. 
Commercial Zone means all zoning districts except R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4, and R-5, and R-6. 

HOURS OF OPERATIONS - RESIDENTIAL ZONES 

Roaming Vendors only. No Stationary vendors. 

No roaming vendor after 8:00 p.m., or sunset, whichever is earlier, and before 8:00 a.m., or sunrise, 
whichever is later.  

Residential Zone means the R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4, and R-5, and R-6 districts of the Zoning Map. 

 

https://www.alamedaca.gov/files/assets/public/v/6/departments/alameda/building-planning-transportation/planning-and-zoning-key-documents/horizontal_draft_04_06_26.pdf
https://www.alamedaca.gov/files/assets/public/v/6/departments/alameda/building-planning-transportation/planning-and-zoning-key-documents/horizontal_draft_04_06_26.pdf
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PROHIBITED SALES: 

Sale of any of the following is prohibited and unlawful: 

• Alcoholic beverages, 
• Adult-oriented material; 
• Tobacco, tobacco products, or electronic smoking devices; 
• Cannabis or cannabis products; 
• Weapons, including knives, guns, or explosives devices; 
• Items that are not for immediate sale; 
• Selling or offering to sell services, or engage in or offer to engage in any type of rental activity, 

including the rental of any goods or services; 
• Pharmaceuticals; and 
• Any other merchandise prohibited by federal, state, or local law 







 
 

 

YOUR NAME OR
COMPANY NAME

City of Alameda, its council, officers, employees,
volunteers, boards and commissions

2263 SANTA CLARA AVE
ALAMEDA, CA 94501

Dates must
include date(s) of
permitted work

1,000,000

2,000,000



 
 

 

The City of Alameda, its Council, Officers, Employees, Volunteers, Boards and Commissions


